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SUBSCRIPTION to The Sunday School Times 
not only brings joy at the Christmas season, 

but fifty-two times throughout the following year it 
is a reminder of your thoughtfulness and interest. 
Will you let The Sunday School Times be your ‘‘re- 
membrancer ’’ to a number of your friends this coming 
year, by sending them Christmas gift subscriptions ?. 








God Remembered Abraham 


By Adah Richmond 


H‘47 thy Lot looked with longing eyes 
Upon the fatal plain, 

Well watered, rich with verdure,— 
The land of earthly gain? 


oe 
Hath he pitched his tent toward Sodom, 
-~ Where dwells the Canaanite? 
Perchance he even sitteth 

In the city gates to-night. 


Pray on, oh, Intercessor ; 
Thy Lord beholds each tear, 

«‘ Before they call I answer, 
While yet they speak, I hear.” 


And “God remembered Abraham,” 
His pleading by the way; 

And angels laid their hands on Lot 
And drew him forth that day. 


ALTO RIAL = 
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The Last Day of the Year 


One who last year observed the Three Days Prayer 
Gathering; ending with Watch Night, writes: “During 
the three days of prayer, December 29 to 31, 1924, God 
heaeoyg: led me to open a public prayer room in the 
heart o . With Philippians 4:19 behind me, 
I rented a room in one of the big office buildings, and 
on the twentieth of January, the place was opened. 
. . . Many souls have found rest and peace here. 
Money has come in for the refit of the room, and God 
has never failed to meet every need.” Last year, in 
response to the call issued by the Great ‘Commission 
Prayer League, more than three hundred* Three Days 
Prayer Gatherings were held, and thousands of Watch 
Night services were conducted. In many the results 


were just as definite and enduring as inthe instance 


just quoted. Souls were saved, churches revived, lives 
consecrated, missionaries recruited, evangelistic cam- 


. 


with wine, but be intoxicated with the Spirit.” 


paigns begun, and multitudes moved toward God. More 
and more Watch Night is being given over to prayer. 
And is it not fitting that the last hours of the Old 
Year and the first hours of the New Year should be 
marked with mighty and prevailing prayer? Christ, 
the head of the body, “ever liveth to make intercession.” 
Should not intercession, therefore, be the chief occu- 
pation of the members of his body? To us of to-day 
as well as to his disciples of long ago he has said, 
“Pray without ceasing”; “Men ought always to pray” ; 
“T will that men pray everywhere.” Will you not 
prayerfully ask God whether, in addition to your church 
or community Watch Night service for December 31, 
it is also his will for you to plan a Three Days Prayer 
Gathering, for: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
December 29, 30, and 31; these meetings to be held at 
a convenient time each day, and to be given wholly 
to prayer, rather than to inspirational addresses or 
messages about prayer? Shall not these three days 
be a great time of intercession, when the true church 
of Christ worships as one, drawing nearer to God 
“with a true heart in full assurance of faith”? 


Xx 


Inspiration’s Exquisite Accuracy 

_ When men deal with the things of God in their 
own words, they are almost certain to use words 
wrongly. When God inspired men to write about the 
deep things of God, he guided their words faultlessly, 
preventing all error. This has been called the “exqui- 
site accuracy of inspiration.” It is illustrated by com- 
paring a certain Scripture passagé with a paraphrase 
of that passage often used by Christian workers. With 
the thought of making the teaching of Scripture 
more vivid, we are exhorted to “be not inposcioaee 

ut 
when we e this with the actual words that were 
given to Paul by the Holy Spirit, in Ephesians 5: 18, 
we find a striking difference. The inspired words are: 
“Be not drunk with wine; wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit.” The word “intoxicated” means 
poisoned; that is the meaning of toxic. God would 
never tell us to be poisoned with the Spirit, for ob- 
viously that is impossible. So men’s mistaken zeal to 


add graphic power or plain speech to the Scripture 
leads them, in this case, unconsciously and uninten- 
tionally of course, to misrepresent the truth. We are 
not to be “drunk with wine, wherein is excess”; drunk- 
enness implies intoxication, and this itself is excess. 
But we are not told not to be “drunk with the Spirit,” 
but to be “filled with the Spirit,” and there never can 
be any excess in having the life “filled with all the ful- 
ness of God” (Eph. 3:19). Let us thank God for 
the Holy Spirit’s faultless accuracy in inspiration, and 
for the Book that is such a faithful expression of the 
perfections of God himself. 


x 


Brighter and Brighter 


Are our best blessings in the past? Then there 
is something wrong in our relation to God to-day. In 
a recent meeting in Philadelphia Dr. Northcote Deck 
said: “We are never to know a past that is brighter 
than the present. If we. do, we can get it back. 
Brighter and brighter,—that is God’s way.” The se- 
cret of the best blessing we have ever known in our 
past was’ simply that we were then wholly in God’s 
hands, and wholly trusting him. We had yielded 
ourselves fully to him; and we were daring to believe 
that he was giving himself fully to us. That, and that 
only, is the secret of ever-increasing blessing. It is 
the secret of holding the best that we have had, and 
continually gaining better. To live chiefly in the 
memory of past blessings is to live a defeated life 
When Paul cried out, “Forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before,” he was not referring to past sins but to 
past blessings and victories. He refused to stop with ~ 
the best that he had had, for he believed God that 
there were better things ahead. We are justified by 
faith; yet that is not all, “But the path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). As we continue, 
moment by. moment, to see the Lord by faith (not by 
sight) then “we all, with open face beholding as in a 
glass {that is, by faith] the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 


The Universal Week of Prayer 


‘EN PLACE of its usual editorial, The Sunday 
‘School Times believes it can render no greater serv- 
‘ice, this week, than to bring before its world-wide 

family of readers the Invitation for the annual Uni- 

versal Week of Prayer, issued by the World’s Evan- 
gelical Alliance. : 

The dates are Sunday, January 3, to Saturday, Janu- 
aty 9, 1926 (inclusive). Remembering that this Week 
of Prayer has been’ organized by the Alliance since 
1846, and remembering also the dark and troubled days 
in which we are now living, it is surely true that never 
before, during ,this eighty years, has there been such 
insistent need for prayer. God is waiting for us to 
pray. The. world is ‘waiting for us to pray. 
Church of. Christ is waiting for us to pray. 

Those who study this document will find it a most 
remarkable one, deep and rich in spiritual vision and 
strength. References will be found. to the vital need 
of intercession, to personal cleansing, to Israel, to re- 
vival, and to the Lord’s coming. May many who read 


do all in their power to bring into the observance of. 


this Week of Prayer as many friends and co-workers 
as possible, in home and church, in Sunday-school and 
young people’s societies, and in every Christian or- 


ganization. Prayer is the key for opening the door. 


Will all Christian leaders and workers please mak 
rangements early to bring Christians together for united 
prayer, daily, during this Week, and to circulate the pro- 
gram widely? Preachers are asked to use the suggested 
texts for sermons or addresses, on Sunday, January -3, and 
to bring the Universal Week of Prayer before their con- 
gregations. 


Kindly forward promptly a brief report of meetings held 
and results, to the General Secretary, World’s Evangelical 


Alliance (British Organization), 19 Russel Square, London, 
W. C. 1, England. 


The 


. momentous consequences, 


to the greatest blessing that God can send to the 
Church and to the world before the Lord returns. 


To all who in every land call upon God through the 
Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Dear Brethren in Christ. 


For the last eighty years it has been the privilege 
of the World’s Evangelical Alliance annually to in- 
vite to concerted fellowship in Prayer, during the first 
full week in January, believers “out of every nation 
under heaven,” We ask that a similar invitation be 
received this year also. 

All the years belong to Christ; they are numbered 
from his nativity; they point toward his return. As 
we watch, we may see the divine purpose reaching out 
toward its fulfilment; the reign of perfect righteous- 
ness imperceptibly draws nearer; we see not yet all 
things placed under the feet of Christ, but we know 
that:he is in truth the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
the Blessed and Only Potentate. 

Every age is formative of that which is to follow. 
The cycle of years now passing over is fraught with 
The Jew is establishing 
himself in the land of his fathers, and is beginning 
to divest himself of the veil of prejudice through which 


, he has till now. looked upon Jesus of Nazareth. Islam 
ar--=still lifts a wall of towering defiance to Christianity, 


although great rents appear in it. Perhaps even now 
it is beginning to crumble. On the Continent of Eu- 
rope, the Papacy is fighting for its life, yet its propa- 
ganda’ is unwearied, endlessly resourceful, and not 
without success. Only a few lands are still closed 
to the Gospel; elsewhere the Word of Life has free 
course, and is being glorified. The Missionary Army 
is continially being augmented; soon the name of the 
Redeemer will be familiar to men of every nation and 
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kindred and tongue. Copies of the Scriptures, in rap- 
idly increasing numbers, are being issued in almost 
every known language; hymns in adoration of Christ 
are being sung in all the earth; and he is being honored 
through the wireless message. | 

‘All this means that there is still much to do. The 
more the time is goede wig so much the more does 
the King’s business require haste, i 

Our frst duty is to seek the face of God; our first 


labor is intercession. y : 

In Prayer we necessarily begim with ourselves; for 
“sf I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me.” We wait before God until the threefold 
cleansing —in the Word, by the Spirit, through the 
blood of Christ — is given to us. Then with pure hearts 
we entreat for those gifts which will not be denied. 

Next, we unite ourselves in love with our brethren. 
The promises attached to united intercession are really 
bestowed upon love. If we love our Lord and his 
brethren, we may ask what we will and it shall be 

mn us, ; : 
aso we enter into the mind of Christ for his world. 
There is something! intensely stimulating in the thought 
that in an all-world covenant of Prayer, such as this, 
all the earthly interests of the Redeemer, so far as 
we can discern them, will at one time or another be 
brought into remembrance—every yearning of the 
Intercessor within will find utterance, every desire 
present to the mind ‘of our Advocate above will be 
responded to by his childr =i om earth. 

s the Lord’s remembrancers let us take no rest, 
and let us give him no cfg Mong — and till 

e Jerusalem a praise in the earth. — 

eros Yours in the fellowship of Christ Jesus, 


Charles F. Armagh, Archbishop of Armagh. 

Yehn Dublin, Archbishop of Dublin. 

A. F. London, Bishop of London. 

Arthur Bradford, Bishop of Bradford. 

G. N. Bristol, Bishop of Bristol. 

Guy Chelmsford, Bishop of Chelmsford, 

George, Bishop of Edinburgh. 

M. L. Hereford, Bishop of Hereford. 

W. S. Lincoln, Bishop of Lincoln. 

Albert Liverpool, Bishop of Liverpool. 

Cyril Petriburg, Bishop of Peterborough. 

J. R. Roffen, Bishop of Rochester. 

W. G. St. Edm, and Ipswich, Bishop of St. Edmundsbury 

ich. 

= tbe and Man, Bishop of Sodor and Man. 

F. T. Winton, Bishop of habe gr : 

Ernest Worcester, Bishop © orcester, 

John white, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

h of Scotland. 

neate kien Moderator, United Free Church of Scotland. 

R. C. Gillie, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of England. 

J. D. Jones, Chairman, Congregational Union of England 
and Wales. ; 

J. H. Ritson, President, Wesleyan Methodist Conference. . 

Thos. S. Penny, President, Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland. : ) 

M. E. Aubrey, General Secretary, Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland. “i ; 

James Lockhart, President, Primitive Methodist Conference. 

Herbert R. Mumford, Presiding Bishop, Moravjan Church, 

Elizabeth M. Cadbury, President, National Council of the 
Evangelical Free Churches of England. ; 

J. Scott Lidgett, Hon. Sec., National Council of the Evan- 
gelical Free Churches ,of England. : ; 
Thos. Nightingale, General Secretary, National Council of 
the Evangelical Free Churches of England. . 

F. A, Rees, Secretary, Metropolitan Free Church Federation. 
W. Lamplough, Chairman of Committee, British and For- 
eign Bible Society. : : : 

Cc. H. K. Boughton, Secretary, British and Foreign Bible 

Society. 4 
Bryan Ww. Isaac, Secretary, Church Pastoral Aid Society. 
Herbert Lankester, General Secretary, Church Missionary 
iety. 
Cc. a break Home Superintendent, Religious Tract Society. 
W. Nelson Bitton, Home Secretary, London Missionary So- 


ciety. : ~S 

Cc. W. Andrews, Secretary, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society. ; nes 

W. Y. Fullerton, Home Secretary, Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. 


J. Stuart Holden, Home Director, China Inland Mission. 

F. Marcus Wood, Secretary, China Inland Mission. 

C. J. Kiesel, Secretary, Moravian Missions, 

Thomas Carter, Secretary, Zenana Bible and Medical Mis- 
sion, : 

Douglas H. G. Sargent, Secretary, Church of England 
Zenana Missionary Society. 

David C. Hamilton, Secretary, South Africa General Mission. 

Bertram Jones, Secretary, South American Missionary So- 
ciety. 

A. evant McNairn, Secretary, Evangelical Union of South 
America. 

Roland Smith, President, Africa Inland Mission. 

A. J. Culwick, Secretary, Church Missions to Jews. 

Frank Exley, Secretary, British Jews Society. 

Arthur K.:-Yapp, National Secretary, Y. M. C. A. 

Irene Cox, National General Secretary, Y. W. C. A. of 
Great Britain. 

Marion A. F. Dashwood, President, Christian Alliance of 
Women and Girls. 

Walter B. Sloan, Secretary, Keswick Convention Council. 


R. C. Hart-Dyke, Hon. Treasurer and Chairman of 
Executive Council. 

b gh on Lyon, } Hon. Secretaries. 

Henry Martyn Gooch, General Secretary, Worlds 
Evangelical Alliance (British Organization), 19 
Russel Square, London, W. C. 1. 


(N.B.—The above signatures are to be regarded as repre- 
sentative of many others whose signatures would appear 
on this invitation were it not for limits of space. The sig- 
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natures attached do not include some who usually sign but 
who’ were absent from England at the date of printing. 
The signatures of Colonial and Foreign representatives, to 
whom the Universal Program is circulated for signature 
and translation into many foreign languages and dialects, 
will be found on the supplementary program. The World 
signatures are not complete until later in the year, owing 
to time occupied in the course of post to and replies from 
widely separated places abroad.) 


Sunday, January 3 
TExTs SUGGESTED FOR SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 


“Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that 
liveth, and: was dead” (Rev. 1:17, 18) 

“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world” (Matt. 28:20). 

“This God is owr God for ever and ever; he will 
be our guide even unto death” (Psa. 48:14). 

“New things do I declare . ... Sing wnto the Lord 
a new song” (Isa.- 42:9, 10). 


“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 


Monday, January 4 
THANKSGIVING AND HUMILIATION 


Let us give thanks — That Christ, the First and the 
Last, is King, and that all things are under his hand. 

That each year, as it passes, brings nearer the ful- 
filment of the Christian hope. 

That the Spirit of God continues to work mightily 
in the earth, and that tokens of his presence and power 
are apparent in many lands. 

That in the mercy of our gracious God another year 
of loving service is opening before us; that, in spite 
of past unworthiness, ‘we-still hear him say, “Go work 
to day im my vineyard.” 

Let us remember in penitence — The former years 
in which faith became feeble and love grew cold, in 
which the compassions of Christ in us were straitened 
and os Spirit of grace and of supplications was re- 
sisted. 

Our slowness to apprehend the mind of our Lord 
regarding his flock, our unwillingness to share his toil 
and pain in the salvation of the lost, our lack of sym- 
pathetic understanding with God’s children in their 
necessities and trials. 


Let us pray— That God would render back to us 
the years that are past (Joel 2:25), and speed us 
henceforth on our journey toward the city of his habi- 
tation. 

Scripture readings — Philippians 4: 4-9; Hebrews 10: 
16-25; Psalm 85; 1 Thessalonians 5: 15-25. 


Tuesday, January 5 


THE CHuRCH UNIVERSAL—THE “ONE Bopy” oF 
WHICH CHRIST IS THE HEAD 


Let us give thanks — For the ‘springing of spiritual 
life in Central and Eastern Europe; for the rebuke of 
rationalism in lands where it has long reigned; and 
for the return of many to faith. 

For the fervently expressed desire for spiritual re- 
vival on the part of many of God’s children; for a 
growing ardor in the service of the kingdom; and for 
a quickened expectation of the Lord’s return, 

For fresh expansion ‘in many mission fields; for* the 
increasing circulation of the Scriptures in heathen 
lands; for a clearer understanding of the truth relat- 
ing to our Lord’s person and mission. 

Let us confess— The parochialism of our outlook; 
the parsimony of our acknowledgment of the: grace of 
God toward those from whom in certain important 
respects we differ; our forgetfulness of the suprerhe 
law of our unity in Christ Jesus — “that they also may 
be one in us.” 

Let us pray— That the watchmen on the walls of 
Zion may see eye to eye; that a true testimony to the 
name of the Lord Jesus may be declared by every 
branch ofthe Church of tthe Redeemer; that that day 
when, there shall be “one Lord, and his Name one” 
may soons break. 

Scripture readings — Exodus 19:1-6; Isaiah 26: 1- 
9; Matthew 5: 1-16; 1 Corinthians 3: 6-15. 


Wednesday, January 6 
NATIONS AND THEIR RULERS 


Let us thank God — That the world belongs to Christ 
by the decree and donation of the Father; that the 
providences of God are determined in their course ‘by 


the divine righteousness; that a partial understanding. 


of the divine purpose in history has begun to dawn 
on the minds of men. 

That the Holy Spirit has never left this earth, which 
he is guarding for Christ the King, and that he shall 
administer the kingdom of grace until the lawful 
Ruler returns. ‘ 

Let us confess — Our national ‘sins and our failure 
in international duty — suspiciousness, unneighborli- 
ness, covetousness, pride of prestige, vindictive feeling. 

Let us pray—For all kings and rulers; for minis- 
ters of state, commissioners, governors, consuls, mem- 
bers of senate, financiers, journalists, captains of in- 
dustry, and all public servants—that they may en- 
deavor to learn and do the will of God. 

That wise leaders may be raised up in every nation; 
that the governments which are unstable may 
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strengthened on a righteous basis; that neither anarchy , 
nor tyranny may prevail, but give place to an ordered 
liberty. ; 

Scripture readings — Daniel 7:9-14; Mark 13: I~}, 
13; 1 Corinthians 15: 20-28; Revelation 19: 1-16. 


, (Continued on page 808} 
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After Injuring Another, What? 


If by one mere act or word you have caused some 
one else to fall from grace, and then you are sorry 
and you pray and pray about it, and just want all 
hindrances cleared away, what would you suggest as 
the best way to restore Christian fellowship with that 
person and with God? 

I have prayed and prayed for forgiveness, and feel 
that God has forgiven, but feel that before I can again 
be happy in full fellowship I must help this person back 
up the ladder. Have been thinking of the Scripture 
that says, “If you have anything against a neighbor, 
go to that neighbor himself, and make it right.”” Would 
not this be the best way in this case? I am willing to 
do anything that is right; but first I must know what 
is right—An Anxious Christian. 


If we have injured another, who knows of. it, there 
are two things to do. ° 

First, we must confess our sin to God. As we do 
this, we must remember his words, “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:9). The instant the sinning Christian confesses 
the sin to God, in that. instant God forgives the sin 
and cleanses away all unrighteousness. God pledges 
us his Word for this. If therefore, after such sin- 
cere confession to God, one has any doubt as to 
whether God has forgiven and cleansed away the sin, 
one, is doubting the Word of God, making God a liar, 
— yet is not this one of the commonest sins of Chris- 
tians? So the Scripture quoted shows that it is a mis- 
take for a Christian who has sinned to “pray and 
pray for forgiveness.” To keep on thus praying for 
forgiveness is to doubt God’s Word. Because the in- 
stant we confess, he forgives, the only attitude of true 
faith is instantly to thank God for his: supernatural, 
blessedly complete forgivenéss and cleansing. We are 
not to “feel that God has forgiven,” for our feelings 
have nothing to do with it. Our feelings may not have 
changed at all. -We are to know that God has forgiven, 
because he says so. His Word is better than our feel- 
ings. Our feelings are as variable as the waves of 
the sea. In his Word “is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” ; 

If. we have yielded, in full surrender, to the Lord- 
ship of Christ in-our lives, and are trusting him wholly. 
then there is “nothing between”; then “we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another [that is, the believer with Christ],. and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin’- <1 John 1:7)..., 

The only remaining duty for a Christian who has 
sinned in injuring another, and whose sin has been 
confessed to God and forgiven and cleansed away, is 
then to make confession to the one who has been in- 
jured. This is done, not in order to have full fellow- 
ship with God restored in the life of the one who did 
the injury, for that fellowship has already been ‘re- 
stored by God’s forgiveness and cleansing. But it 
is done in order to restore the fellowship between the 
one who did the injury. and the one who has been in- 
jured. A free, unrestrained confession and apology 
should be made, without any defense of one’s self, — 
for there never is any defense for sin. 

Then we have done all in our power to restore the 
broken fellowship between ourselves and the other, 
and whether or not the other accepts our apology, and 
forgives us, is not our responsibility. Our love for 
that one is to be the perfect love of God in our hearts, 
regardless of that one’s attitude toward us. If the 
injured person was caused to fall from grace because 
of our sin, perhaps the best way to help the recovery 
is to manifest, in Our own life, the blessed fact that we 
have let God restore us, and that his grace is wholly 
sufficient. 

One further word. There may be occasions when 
we have injured a person by some act or word, but 
when this person does. not know it. In such a case it 
is not always necessary or best to make confession to 
the injured one; for this might only make a bad 
matter worse. In other words, the principle of con- 
fession is that it should be made to those who know 
of the sin, but not necessarily to those who do not 
know of it. Confession is in order to undo injury, 
so far as possible; and when confession to a fellow 
being will not help matters, the confession may prop- 
erly be between God and one’s self alone. But if we 
have injured another by saying something derogatory 
“behind their backs,”. then it may be our duty to undo 
the injury by confessing the sin to those to whom we 
spoke, but not necessarily to the one injured. 
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Unmistakable evidences of his medical 
knowledge and historical accuracy 














Luke, Greek Physician and Historian 
By Le Grand Guerry, M.D. 




















AM asking. you to think with me for a short while 
| of one of the greatest characters. in history. 


When a man’s character and influence on civil- 


izatiom are measured by the law. of cause and. effect, 


-Luke the Greek physician and historian easily. occupies 


the position of a supremely great man, 

You cannot think of him, you cannot study about 
him, you. cannot thoughtfully reflect on the debt we 
owe him, without realizing that we come near. to touch~- 
ing the very hem of the Cosmic garment. oe 

It has always been a. matter of extreme. fascin- 
ation and interest to me to study-the lives of physicians 
who have achieved greatness in lines of endeavor other 
than their profession. Outstanding examples are: 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, professor of Anatomy at 
Harvard University; author of “The Last Leaf. upon 


the Tree in the Spring,” and “the Chambered Nauti- . 


lus”; Sir Thomas Brown, author of the “Religio 
Medici”; Dr> John A. Wyeth of New York, one of 
the greatest surgeons of his day, who found time to 
write “The Life of General Forrest”; Hunter Mc- 
Guire, whom many of you knew, a member of this 
Association, one of its presidents, and one of the really 
great surgeons of America, who made the opportunity 
to write that delightful book, “The Confederate Cause 
and Conduct in the War between the States.” 

With what has been said as a background, we pass 
to the first division of our study. . 


The Argument for His Greek Lineage 

It can be clearly shown that the author of the third 
Gospel and the Book of Acts, was a Greek physician 
and that we have the inherent right to claim him as 
one of our most illustrious colleagues. Argument has 
been adduced to prove that Luke was not a Greek but 
a Roman citizen, notably jn a paper. by Miss Stawell 
on St. Luke and Virgil, read before the International 
Medical Congress at Oxford, England, in 1913. Miss 
Stawell pleads her case ably and skilfully. The great 
miass of scholarly testimony, however, is against this. 

PARENTAGE.—Exactly who his parents were we do 
not know. . “The earliest extra Biblical reference to 
him is perhaps in the Muratonian Canon.” The im- 


plication: here being. that his name. occurred in the 


manuscripts of both Gospels and Acts. His. name 
Luke, which is the more familiar form of Lucanus, 
coupled with the fact that he was a physician, strongly 
suggests .that he was a Greek freedman, connected pos- 
sibly with Lucania. in. south Italy. Luke may have 
inherited the standing of freedman from his father. 
We know that Julius Caesar gave Roman citizenship 
to all physicians: in“ Rome. ‘ 

BrrtHPLace.—The birthplace of Luke is still.a mat- 
ter of dispute. There are three places that claim this 
—: Antioch in Syria, «Philippi; and Antioch in 

isidia. 

Eusebius_and others speak of “Luke being by birth 
of those from. Antioch.” ; 

Harnack’s view is that his birthplace was at Anti- 
och in Syria, while Robertson, in his book, “Luke the 
Historian,” says: “It cannot be said that the evidence 
is absolutely convincing, but-it renders it probable that 
Luke was born at Antioch in Syria, though he spent 
his later years elsewhere.” 

Ramsay, like Renan, argues for Philippi as the birth- 
place of Luke. : ; 

Many different views are presented-on this point — 
each one containing more or less of real merit. j 
- Ramsay calls especial attention to Luke’s long resi- 
dence in Philippi which was the first city of that di- 
vision of Macedonia. : 

Carpenter holds that “the two views may be com- 
bined by supposing that he was an Antiochan who was 
in medical practise in Philippi.” : 

Internal evidence certainly sustains the view that 
he practised the profession of medicine in the city of 
Antioch in Syria. 

Epucation.—Scholars are fully agreed that the au- 
thor of the third Gospel and the Book of Acts was a 
man of highest culture. Immediately you begin to 
read his history in the original Greek, you come face 
to face with the fact that you are in the presence of 


a genuinely educated student and scholar. His form, 


style, language, and thought show the characteristics 
of the cultivated-Greek mind. 

Harnack, in his work, “Luke the Physician,” page 13, 
says: “As a physician he belonged to the—middle -or 
higher plane of contemporary culture. To this plane 
we are directed not only by the prologue of the Gos- 
pel, but by the literary standard attained in the whole 
work.” 
rich measure.” 

Robertson pdints out that if he were a freedman 
of Theophilus of Antioch, he would receive a good 
education in the schools there. The three most likely 
places of his education are the Universities of Athens. 





“This man possessed the higher culture in 


When one of the most noted surgeons in the 
South, for his inaugural address as President of a 
Surgical Association, chooses the theme, “Luke 
.the Greek Physician and Historian,” and proceeds 
to show that Luke’s Gospel and his history of the 
early church as given in Acts meet every rigid test 
that can be made by science and scholarship, and 
then dares to assert his belief that the great need 
of the: world is for God, as revealed in the person 
of his incarnate Son, a profound impression is bound 
to be made. It was just such an impression that 
Dr. LeGrand Guerry created as he spoke before 
the Southern Surgical Association, last year. His 
address, as contained.in this and next week’s issues 
of The Sunday School Times will form an invalu- 
able sidelight on the review of the last twelve 
chapters in Acts, now being studied in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons during the concluding 
, weeks of this year. 








Alexander, and Tarsus, the strong possibility being 
that the greatest part of his education was received at 
the University of Tarsus. In fact, Hayes considers 
it almost certain that Luke was sent to Tarsus, 

In Tarsus Luke would receive a good classical edu- 
€ation and would study medicine where the great mas- 
ters in the profession, Aretaeus, Dioscorides, and 
Athaenaeus had been educated. 

Just a few miles. away. at Aegea stood the great 
temple -of Aesculapius; which. furnished the nearest 
approach to the modern -hospital to be found in the 
ancient ‘world. 

From the university lectures Luke got the theory of 
medicine; in the temple of Aesculapius he got the 
practise and experience needed. 

Much. force and emphasis is given to the above view 
because Plummer, itt his commentary on Luke, throws 
the weight of his rare scholarship and interpretative 
insight to the support of this position. We are quite 
certain. that he received a broad liberal etfucation at 
one of the universities of his time, most probably the 
University of Tarsus. 

Naylor, in the Hibbert. Journal, October, 1909, thus 
sketches the beginnings of Greek medicine: “Summing 
up. and gathering into one view what we know of the 
above schools, we may say that around the Mediter- 
ranean seaboard, in all the chief cities under Grecian 
influence, from the time of Hippocrates to the last 
days of Luke, the teaching of scientific medicine was 
making itself felt. Physicians occupied in some places 
the. position of officers of jlic health, paid out of 


. public funds, Before appointment they had to~state 


the name of their teachers and their own qualifications. 
Men... found their -way sometimes to the best ap- 
pointments in the Sanatoria, or gained public lecture- 
ships in the universities of Athens and Alexander.” 


The Twofold Proof of His Medical Language 


Considering now the direct evidence bearing on the 
fact of Luke as a physician we find the subject mat- 
ter falls under two heads: 


1. “Words and phrases employed in the account of 
the cases of healing, which show that the writer was 
more circumstantial in relating these than other evan- 
gelists” (Hobart). 

The evidence is unmistakable that he was thor- 
oughly acquainted with the diseases described, and fur- 
ther, that he described such diseases in language which 
no one but a medical man could have used. More im-- 
portant even than this is the fact that the technical 
medical language used is the language of the contem- 
porary Greek and Latin authors. 


2. “Words and phrases employed in the general nar- 
rative not relating to medical subjects which were 
common in the phraseology of the Greek Medical 
Schools, and which a physician from his medical 
training and habits would be likely to employ” (Ho- 
bart). Hobart, through an exhaustive study of the 
medical language of Luke, has given us four hundred 
different Greek words that bear directly on this point. 
All of them, of course, are not words of technical 
medical usage, but more than enough of them are of 
this type to prove that Luke was using words known 
only to Greek medical science. This particular point 
is of such vital importance that a commission of 
scholars was appointed to investigate the works of Ho- 
bart, with the resultant opinion that enough words of 
definite technical medical meaning have been found 
to put the argument from this angle beyond a rea- 
sonable doubt. Zahn and Harnack have both added 
words to the very best specimens collected by Hobart. 

The probability has been suggested that Luke was in- 
fluenced by his reading of the Introduction to the 
“Materia. Medica” of. Dioscorides. Certainly the 


similarity is quite marked. You may be interested 
to hear it. Luke’s Gospel begins: “Seeing that many 
have attempted to draw up a narrative of the facts 
which are received among us, it seemed right to me 
also, after careful investigation of the facts from the 
beginning, to write to you most excellent Theophilus, 
a connected account, that you may know fully the truth 
of the things which you have been taught by word of 
mouth.” Dioscorides begins thus: “Since, dearest 
Areus, many both ancients and modern have written 
about medicines, and the like, I will try to prove to 
you that I have not been impelled without good reason 
to write this treatise; for of those authors some have 
left nothing finished and others have written most of 
their descriptions from hearsay.” 

We next come to the telling point in the Lucan nar- 
ratives of the unusual prominence given to disease 
and its cure, 

According to the Gospel story he not only gives 
eight cases of healing common to the three Syn- 
optics and three others found in Matthew and Luke: 
or in Mark and Luke, but he also introduces five pe- 
culiar to himself alone. They are as follows: The son 
of the widow of Nain, the woman bent by a spirit 
of infirmity, the man with dropsy, the ten lepers, and 
Malchus. Passing to the Book of the Acts we find 
palsied Aenaes, blinded Saul and Elymas, resusitated 
Tabitha, death of Ananias, and Sapphira, the lame 
man at the Gate Beautiful, the ventriloquist at Philippi, 
Eutychus at Troas, the handkerchiefs at Ephesus, the 
biting of- Paul by the viper, the fever-stricken father 
of Publius and the giving of medical care to the sick 
at Malta, 


An Ancient Doctor Vindicates Luke 


Here are sixteen separate and distinct incidents men- 

tioned by this writer bearing solely on the question of 
disease and its cure. In addition to these he repro- 
duces eleven other cases in common with himself, Mat- 
thew, and Mark, which makes a total of twenty-seven. 
To this number we cannot fail to add the incomparable 
parable of the Good Samaritan, and the story of the 
beggar Lazarus, whose body was full of sores. 
' A.very striking vindication of Luke’s accuracy has 
occurred over the incident of the Good Samaritan on 
the Jericho road. Luke’s statement is that the Good 
Samaritan poured oil and wine into the wound of the 
man found on the road.to Jericho. Wellhausen, one 
of the Rationalistic critics of. the Tubingen School 
takes Luke sharply to task on this point by saying, 
‘into a wound one pours. oil but not oil and wine.” 
Unfortunately for Wellhausen, Hippocrates long ago 
recommended for wounds “anointing with oil and 
wine.” Hobart makes the point thaf oil and wine 
were usual remedies for wounds and were also used 
for internal medicine. 

It is extremely interesting to note how Luke, who 
uses Mark’s Gospel as oné of his sources of informa- 
tion, changes the language of Mark into medical terms. 
For example: Where Mark speaks of Peter’s wife’s 
mother “lying sick of a fever,” Luke’s statement is 
that “she was seized with a great fever.” In the case 
where Mark only mentions a leper, Luke says that he 
was~“full of leprosy.” In the cases of the man in the 
synagogue with the withered hand and the injury to 
Malchus’ ear, Luke specifies the right hand and the 
right_ear. In like manner, he adds to the account of 
the Gadarene demoniac given by Mark, the information 
that for a long time he had not worn a garment. 

He uses the more technical paralelumenos, instead 
ef Mark’s paralutikos, in reference to the paralytic 
on the couch, and rhiptein for Mark’s sparassein in 
regard to the epilepsy of the demoniac in the syna- 
gogue of Capernaum. Writing of the camel passing 
through the eye of the needle, Luke uses for “eye” 
trema, instead of Mark’s trumalia, or Matthew’s 
trupema. For “needle,” Luke uses belone, instead of 
rhaphis in Matthew and in Mark. These are both 
technical surgical terms, trema for “puncture” and 
belone for surgeon’s “needle.” Achlus, used of the 
blindness of Elymas, f§ a word not found in the Sep- 
tuagint nor elsewhere in the New Testament, but ap- 
plied by Galen to “cataract.” Hudropikos, which suits 
“dropsy” as neatly as “appendicitus” suits a special 
form of what a few years ago everybody called in- 
flammation of the stomach” (Naylor). 

He modifies Mark’s record of the raising. of Jairus’ 
daughter and the cure of the epileptic boy. Why this 
modification of Mark’s narrative in all these various 
ways, each suggestive of an intelligent interest in dis- 
ease and its treatment? “Specially significant is his 
omission of what Mark says about doctors having not 
only taken in fees all money of the woman afflicted 
with the issue of blood, but also having left her worse 
than at first. Mark very likely knew the truth about 


(Continued on page 808) 





804 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


























Jesus. 

The Son of Man. 

The Son of God. 

The Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Faithful and True Witness. | 

The Root and Offspring of David. 

The Morning Star. 

The Lion-Lamb. 

The King of Kings. 

The Word of God. 

The Alpha and the Omega. 

The First and the Last. 

The Beginning and the End. 

Who Is, Who Was, Who Is to Come, | 
The Book of the Revelation, 


I. AN UN“EJLING OF THE PERSON AND Work 
OF CurisT. 
1. He is Man. 


2. He is Gop. 
3. He is REDEEMER. 
II, AN UNVEILING OF THE RELATIONS AND SUPREMACY 
oF CurisT. 
1. Christ and the Christian Church. 
2. Christ and the Heavenly Order. 
3. Christ and the Pagan World. 
4. Christ and the Millennial Kingdom. 
5. Christ and ‘the Eternal City. 
II], AN UNVEILING oF THE FinaLity AND GLORY 
OF CHRIST. 
He is the Sum of all Revelation. 
He is the Crown of all History, 
He is the Lord of all Worlds. 


I. AN UNVEILING OF THE PERSON AND WorkK 
or Curist. 


=e 


~ 


1. He is Man. 


ONNECTION is made at once with the Gos- 

pels by the use of the name Jesus which oc- 

curs nine times in this Book. (1: 9, twice, R. V.; 
12:17, R. V.; 14:12; 17:6; :19: 10, twice; 20:4; 22: 
16). Now, I need not remind you that this is 
an acquired n and that it was acquired at 
the incarnation. he angel, announcing to Joseph 
the birth of Christ, said, “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus.” Henceforth this is his Human title, as 
Christ is his Official title, and Lord his Divine title. 
Jesus and the Lord meet in the Christ, with this dif- 
ference between the view-points of the Gospels and 
the Apocalypse: that in the former the Lord is Jesus, 
and in the latter Jesus is the Lord, but in both he is 
Christ. All the outstanding facts of the Gospel story 
reappear in this unveiling of Jesus Christ. 

2. He is Gop. 


The description “Like unto a son of man” in chap- 
ter 1, while pointing to Christ’s humanity, asserts also 
with great strength his essential deity, for if he only 
resembles “a son of man,” there must be another side 
of his nature which surpasses the human. 

But further, this “son of man” is definitely called 
“the Son of God,” and the title is “accompanied by 
descriptive adjuncts which give it its very highest 
connotation.” 

But this is by no means the only evidence in the 
Apoerere of the deity of Christ. Short of calling 
him “ ” everything is done to emphasize the Seer’s 
estimate of him as a divine Being, clothed with all the 
divine attributes. ~ 

3. He is REDEEMER. 


The truth of Christ’s Saviourship is fundamental 
for Christian faith. To this great truth the Apocalypse 
bears unmistakable witness. The appellation given 
most frequently to our Lord in this Book is one which 
throws into the greatest prominence both his Person 
and his work. No less than twenty-eight times he 
is called “the Lamb.” 

The Lamb is never dissociated in Scripture from the 
thought of sacrifice. What is ever prominent is not 
its meekness, or. spotlessness, though these are neces- 
sarily in the idea, but its blood, and that: as shed. 

This is the thought that dominates in the Apocalypse. 
Christ is here “the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world (13:8). “In the midst of the throne... [is] 
a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain” (5:6). 
The rapturous song of the heavenly choirs is “Worthy 
is the Lamb that hath been sfain’’? (v. 12); and the 
countless throng of all nations and kindreds arid peo- 
ples and- tongues which is seen standing before the 
throne of God have all “washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb (7:14). It is 
as the Lamb that he takes his place by the side of God 
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and receives the worship of heavem (5:11, 14). It is 
as the Lamb that he opens the seals of the Book of 
Destiny (6:1). It is the Lamb who is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords (17:14); and it is the Lamb alone 
who shares the throne of God. 


II. AN UNVEILING OF THE RELATIONS AND SUPREMACY 
oF CuristT, 

1. Christ and the Christian Church (chaps. 1. to 3). 

The earliest reference to the Church is made by our 
Lord himself, and therein he tells us that it is his, 
that he is the Builder thereof, and that it is invincible 
(Matt. 16:18). These truths are developed in the 
Pauline Epistles, where we learn of Christ’s love for 
the Church, of the price he paid .for it, of his Head- 
ship over it, of the means whereby he would perfect 
it, and of his purpose to “present it to himself a glo- 
rious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish 
(Eph. 5:27). : 

But there is a still further development and revela- 
tion in the Apocalypse of this truth concerning Christ 
and his Church. Christ’s ascension has not separated 
him from his Church; he is “in the midst” of his 
people, beholding, estimating, rebuking, encouraging, 
guarding, regulating, chastening, removing, ° establish- 
ing, and rewarding. 

2. Christ and the heavenly order (chaps. 4 and 5). 


Those two chapters introduce us to a new order of 
things. The scene is no longer on earth, but in Heaven; 
and the scope of the vision is much greater than of 
that which has immediately preceded. We are here 
introduced to the throne of God, and to God upon the 
throne. Both pictorially and morally the throne domi- 
nates in the visions of this B R 

Our attention is called to that for the sake of which 
alone this Vision is given. In the right hand of the 
Almighty is a seven-seaied roll. Interpreted by the 
light of the Old Testament this roll is the title-deeds 
of a forfeited inheritance; that inheritance, considered 
in its totality, which was given to Adam at the be- 
ginning; which by sin he lost; and which throughout 
the ages of human history has lain unredeemed for 
want of a redeemer. If this be the meaning of the 
roll, how morhentous is the revelation before us! Is 
this forfeited inheritance never to be restored? Is 
there no Goel, no one near of kin who will buy. it back 
for us? A strong 1 with a great voice rings out 
the challenge; but neither angel, nor man, nor spirit 
from the under world was able or worthy to unseal 
the Book. Is the inheritance to go By default into 
eternal alienation? How awful a pause in Heaven! 
And how poignant the grief of the Seer, knowing as 
evidently he did what momentous -issues were in the 
balance! Then was he bidden to dry his tears for, 
all others having failed, One now comes forth in the 
aspects at once of a Conquering Lion, and a Wounded 

, in all majesty and meekness, who undertakes 
to epen the Book and to loose the seals thereof. One 
only in all the unmeasured universe of God was able 
to pay the purchase price of the forfeited inheritance, 
and restore to the race its birthright in God which had 
been lost through sin. 

Destruction and salvatiom unite in this designation 
of Christ as the Lion-Lamb; but he is the Lamb slain 
for men’s redemption, before he is the Lion slaying 
the rebellious. Heaven looked on in solemn silence as 
the Christ went forward and took the Book from the 
hand of him who sat upon the throne, and then “a 
thrill went through the universal heart of living things, 
stirring all to rapturous and worshipful song.” The 
four Living Creatures and the four-and-twenty Elders 





lead the choirs of the redeemed, who are then joined 
by ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands of angels; and fuller and still fuller swells 
the music of adoring rapture as “every created thing 
which is in the heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and on the sea, and all things that are in 
them” are heard singing: “Unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, be the blessing, and 
the honour, and the glory, and the dominion, *for ever 
and ever.” Yes, “unto the Lamb”; for it is not as 
the Word of God, nor as the Alpha and Omega, nor 
as the universal King that Christ is here, but as the 
Sacrificial Lamb by whose blood alone redemption ‘is 
accomplished, sins are removed, and the sighs of ages 
are turned to songs. 

3. Christ and the pagan world (chaps. 6 to 19). 

In this the major division of the-Apocalypse, the 
Lion-Lamb opens the Sealed Book which he had taken 
from the right hand of God Almighty. His double 
Name in this connection implies that the Book has a 
twofold significance. It tells of Redemption which is 
associated with the Lamb, and which aspect of it looks 
back; and it also tells of Judgment which is associated 
with the Lion, and which aspect of it looks forward, 
The consummation of man’s salvation is by the exe- 
cution of judgment upon all the forces of disruption 
and rebellion on earth and in heaven. 

This divine judgment proceeds in three stages, which 

are denominated the Seals, the Trumpets, 
Bowls. In the first of these the judgment is decreed, 
in the second it is announced, and in, the third it is 
executed, “The Seals signify the first assault of the 
heavenly King against the fortress of rebellious 
heathenism; the Trumpets, the final summons to sub- 
mission and repentance; and the Bowls are the chastise- 
ments which come upon men hardened in rebellion.” 

4. Christ and the Millennial Kingdom’ (chap. 20). 

It is only reasonable to expect that alike the moral 
and cosmic effects of Christ’s redeeming work should 
be displayed in the sphere which witnessed his incar- 
nation and death. At any rate, the idea that the Lord 
Jesus will come baék to the earth stands out clear 
in the Apocalypse from the beginning to the end. The 
Gospels do not more plainly record Christ’s first Ad- 
vent than this Book predicts his second. ; 

That the Millennial Kingdom is inaugurated not by 
Christ’s spiritual but personal return, not by-his pro- 
gressive coming, but by his sudden advent, is certain 
if words mean anything, and the New Testament be 
true, 

And, contrary to the popular idea, this divine king- 
dom on earth will be established, not by persuasion, 
but by power; not by the development of society, but 
by the advent of Jesus. Our Lord never taught, neither’ 
did his, apostles, that the issue of the world-drama 
was to be the progressive triumph of good until evil 
ceased to be, until the world should become the Church. 
On the contrary, the teaching of the New Testament 
is that both good and evil are to grow together until 
the harvest, the good getting betftr, and the evil get- 
ting worse; and that when both are ripe the Son of 
man who holds the sharp sickle will come and thrust 
it in, and will reap the earth (14:14-16); and that 
thereafter he will establish. his kingdom among men, 


a kingdom which shall be rooted in righteousness and. 


which shall flower in peace. 

5. Christ and the Eternal City (chaps. 21 and 22). 

How magnificent is the description of this final 
scene! A new heaven, a new earth, God in the midst 
of men, no more pain, no more sorrow, no more death, 
all things new! And, behold, the Holy City foursquare, 
with its twelve foundations, and its twelve gates ever 
open; with its river of life, and its eternal Light! Here 
at last is perfect on, for “there shall be no more 
curse”; perfect government, for “the throne of God 
and the Lamb shall be in it”; perfect obedience for 
“his servants shall serve him’; perfect communion, 
for “they shall see his face”; perfect possession, for 
“his name shall be im their foreheads”; perfect blessed- 
ness, for “there shall be no night there”; and perfect 
glory, for “they shall reign for ever and ever.” | 

And, as in all the previous visions, the Redeeming 
Lamb is central and supreme. 


III. AN UnvemiInc or THE FINnaLity AND GLorY 
or CuristT. 


1. Christ is the Sum of All Revelation. 

“The Alpha and the Omega.” These words repre- 
sent the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, 
and more than carry with them the suggestion of lit- 
erature; and the greatest literature im the world is 
that ine which the redeeming God is revealed. The 
whole language lies between the first and last letters 
of the alphabet, and Christ is declared to be the Alpha 
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and the Omega, the Word of God, the sum and sub- 
stance of divine revelation. 

In the Old Testament he is predicted; in the Gos- 
pels he is present; in the Acts and Epistles he is pro- 
claimed and. possessed ;. and in the Apocalypse he. ‘is 
predominant, “ Inthe Old Testament he is: the Christ 
of i or ; in the Gospels, the Christ of History; 
in the Acts and Epistles, the Christeof Experience; and 
in the Apocalypse, the Christ of Glory. Christ the 
Redeemer is the only reason for revelation, and he is 
the Sum of it all, ~ 


2. Christ is the Crown of all History. 


“The First and the Last.” This name indicates his 
relation to history and the life of men. He initiates 
it, he winds it up, and he is present in all its move- 

“ments. Throughout all its winding course his purpose 
has gone right forward, and he is the only solution of 
its many enigmas, Sisk 

No. doubt the problems of sin and suffering press 
us hard. We wonder why sin was ever allowed, and 
then we wonder why, for so long, it has been per- 
mitted. We think that the beginning of it should 
have been its end. . ‘ 

We, like the psalmist of old, behold the prosperity 
of the wicked, and the adversity, of the righteous. We 
think of the sufferings of the saints, and the apparent 
triumphs of sinners. We contemplate the warring 
nations, and see how the weak are oppressed and 
crushed by the strong; and we hear the piercing cry 
from generation to generation, “How long?” And 
we wonder. 

But we are asked in the Bible to regard this, and 
other mysteries on the scale, from the standpoint of 
God and his Christ. Then shall we see that, at last, 

all tears are_dried, the curse is removed, death is de- 
stroyed, dar' s is banished, Satan is forever defeated, 
and Paradise is more than regained. 
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And by what means? By the divine Lord, who be- 
came the sacrificial Lamb; who -through millenniums 
was preparing the world for his incarnation ; who came, 
and lived, and died -among us and for us; who rose 
again, and ascended to God’s right hand; a Prince and 
a Saviour; who, for long centuries,ehas been ‘patiently 
gathering in the fruits of his Holy Passion; and who is 
coming again to judge mankind and establish his throne 
in: wighteousness. ' 7% 

3. He is the Lord of All Worlds, 

“The Beginning and the End.” Inthe vision of the 
Seer the kingdoms of the world become the Kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ. On the brow that wore 
the crown of thorns are many diadems. In the hand 
that held the mocking soldier’s reed is the scepter that 
rules the world. He who had not where to lay his 
head is seated on the throne of the Universe. He 
who was born in a manger is worshiped in Heaven, 
confessed on earth, and feared in hell. He whose 
hands and feet were pierced -by nails, and whose side 
was riven by a spear, and who, naked, hung upon a 
cross, retains the marks of his redeeming Passion 
in the dazzling light of his eternal glory. He who 
emptied himself is the fulness of Deity and humanity ; 
and he who wrought at a carpenter’s bench is King of 
kings and Lord of lords. Highly exalted of God, he 
is given the Name which is above every name, that in 
that mystic name, “Every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven and things on earth and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Jesus is greater than any way and all ways of rep- 
resenting, him. The only true name for him is one 
which is above every name. And the only true place 
for him is on the throne, on the throne of the universe, 
and on the throne of your life and mine. 


EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 











And many Belgian Christians 
found the life that is Christ 
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When the Victory Message Came to Belgium 


By Edith F. Norton 

















In a little pamphlet of the Belgian Gospel Mission, ‘‘Sowing Seed for the Master, *? is this touching incident : ‘‘It 


is several years ago 
who on 
Lord, t 
missionary fund in her name. 
— often it is an anni 


at Dorothy Jane’s name began to appear on our list of contributors. 
remained a few short years to gladden the hearts of father and mother. When she went to be with the 
, with her teachers and classmates, sought to perpetuate her fragrant memo 
So every little while a gift is sent to the Belgian Gos, 
made by her parents — and at last Christmas time there-came to us a special 


She was a dear child 


by the founding of a little 
Mission offices in her name 


gift in memory of Dorothy Jane from two of her grown-up friends, It consisted of the money which would have 
loyed in purchasing mutual gifts, but which was instead devoted to this noble missionary purpose. So Dorothy 


Jane ‘‘though dead, still speaketh, 


* and I wonder if she does not know up There, when some shy little Belgian 
child, through her gift, has placed in her tiny hands, for the first time, a copy of the Word of God!’’ 


The beau- 


tiful plan adopted by Dorothy Jane’s parents and friends may suggest to you how you may keep fragrant, by 


a work of love for the Master, the memory of loved 


ones 


who have gone to be with their Lord. Gifts should be 


sent to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


pel Mission—in our seven years of ex- 

istence. Many of the Lord’s most faithful 
servants, — Bible teachers and evangelists — have been 
sent to us with their helpful and inspiring messages. 
To mention only a few out of many: Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, Mr. Philip E. Howard, Mr. Leon Tucker, 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Mr. Rowland V. Bingham, 
and English friends, such as Dr. Charles Inwood and 
Mr. J. Kennedy Maclean, and Continental evangelists, 
among whom Dr. R, Saillens, of Paris, Mr. U. Cos- 
andey, and Colonel Fermaud, of Switzerland, have 
brought us much blessing. But there was one whose 
coming we evér longed for, but who was ever detained 
on the other side, one whose name had been linked 
with our own from the very début of the work among 
Belgian soldiers in those early days of 1915 before 
ever the Belgian Gospel Mission was born. His Chris- 
tian love and sympathy had been so unfailing and un- 
changing, his co-operation through the columns of 
The Sunday School Times had been so precious, that 
with every new step forward in Belgium, we longed 
for the presence of the Mission’s Treasurer and our 
dear personal friend, Mr. Charles G. Trumbull. / 
the summer of 1925, just ten years after this friend 
of ours had taken the Nortons by faith into his heart’s 
affections, brought to us of Belgium the response to 
our prayers, and 
our midst! ; 
I desire to leave to his readier pen the depicting 
of the events of those crowded three weeks of his 
visit, and shall only record something of the blessing 
received in lives of individual workers, perhaps un- 
revealed to him. To some of us older workers, in- 
deed, was given a new vision of our possessions in the 
Beloved, and to one of us in particular, came a glad 
new sense of the imminence of our victory in Him, 
so near and immediate, that one has scarcely’ need to 
ask for it, only to accept it and give thanks to his 
Name, all in one breath! How near He seemed to 
us all those days of early August! It was one of our 
most faithful and aggressive workers who wrote me 
shortly afterward ... “I have had a new vision of 


H favored have we been—we of the Belgian 


seme OS. renee en ame 


And 


he, with his wife, was actually in~ 


what I possess in the Lord Jesus and I have received 
great blessing through the Mission Day that was held 
at Bruges and the conferences in Brussels on the life 
of victory. J] had been struggling for quite a time 
to get this life of victory and wondered if I could ever 
attain it. Now I see that indeed I do possess this life 
of victory, for I am more than conqueror through 
Him who loved. me. It seems to me as though I have 
entered an entirely new spiritual world, for indeed in 
my soul all things have become new, and I do not 
exaggerate when I say that I’ve gained one hundred 
percent in spiritual possessions, Praise the Lord, oh 
my soul, for all his goodness !” 

woman worker, who has been somewhat variable 
and difficult, had this to say: “The Lord has given 
me a new vision of himself and of his will for my 
life, and while I have been richly blessed personally, 
this blessing has been shown, also in the work.” 

A devoted. colporteur writes thus: “My dear wife 
and I are learning increasingly to trust Christ wholly 
and to, live this life of victory he wants us to live.” 

One of our faithful Dutch workers has been pass- 
ing through a long-drawn-out time of spiritual dark- 
ness and temptation. His brother-in-law, in no. way 
connected with our Mission, attended several of Mr. 
Trumbull’s meetings, and in a remarkable -way the 
message took hold of him. It was*he who wrote thus 
to his tempted and. tried brother-in-law, ... “Brother, 
don’t despair over your victorious life. Is God then 
no more the: same as he was fourteen days ago? Is 
his power less strong? You must not look upon your- 
self, brother? you don’t have to be victorious. Would 
the Lord make any distinction between weak and 
strong nerves? That the Devil takes advantage of a 
weak place is well understood, but, against temptation 
we don’t. have to strive. Turn its attack over onto 
Christ and he will take care of the protection. Fear 
and doubt — give them the ‘go-by.” You shall have 
the victorious life. Jesus will give it to you. Per- 
haps you will have gotten it before you get my letter. 
has prayed and I‘ have prayed for you ‘and 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do.’ 
Do you know that your letter shook my peace just 





ela tht rnin nite aaees shennan natn meiner 
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for a moment? You wrote ‘wrestle and pray for me 
as you have never F ad you written, ‘Believe, 
trust for my victory as never before!” When I pled 
and gg for you I began at last to wrestle un- 
happily, but that can do you no good. »Then I took 
refuge again in my old trust : .’.'resting in assurance 
.. - then‘I knew that you would have your victorious 
life, gloriously free in Christ. But do you think the 
Devil let me alone, after claiming victory for you? 
‘Yes, but will it really be so?’ he said. ‘Can: you 
really now believe?’ But then I answered in quietness, 
‘And the Lord shall do it, and the Lord shall do it!’ 
How I feel by my own restfulness, how glorious 
your rest will be both in body and soul. Just quietly 
give up wrestling with fear and doubt, do you hear? 
Just trust and say to yourself, ‘And the Lord shall do 
st. Do you know what I thought, brother, when I 
read your letter? ‘If the Devil takes so much trouble 
to withhold the Victorious Life from you, what an im- 
mense strength he must know he is up against when 
you will have it in fulness,’ The Christ himself lives 
in us. Just think once of the fulness of what that 
means! What then will be impossible? Only trust, 
only trust. I can see it so clearly simple now and 
the Lord will let you also see it in this way. 
“Your brother witnessing to victory.” 


And so the seed thought of victory through faith, 
watered by the Holy Spirit, has sprung up in many 
a heart in the Belgian Gospel Mission, preparing for 
greater activity in the Master’s vineyard. 

The campaigns with the Gospel wagon in Belgium 
have been described Mr. Bolomey, our worker at 
Liége, and so fruitful were they, that we were led 
to ask the Lord for two such Gospel motor vans for 
the use of the Mission, for Flanders and Walloonie 
(for the Gospel wagon with which we co-operated 
this summer was. the property of the Open Air Mis- 
sion of London). Glorious has been the response, and 
gifts have been coming in, until we can see both cars 
as blessed realities in the near future. The Burgo- 
master of Brussels, Adolph Max, of war fame, gave 
us of the Belgian Gos Mission, the unprécedented 
privilege of holding open-air meetings all over Brussels, 

Throughout the month of October, Evangelist U. 
Cosandey was with us, conducting series of meetings 
at Braine-le-Comte, Manage, Dour, and Warquignies, 
real blessing attending. Again, for. the closing ten 
days of October, the large Salle de la Madeleine in 
Brussels was taken for a campaign, and again as last 
year, we saw hundreds, at least twelve hundred on 
Sunday night, .gathered to hear the Gospel message. 
Close to a hundred cards were signed, and the new 
Belgian converts of recent years were among the most 
earnest soul-winners, and many an answered prayer 
was realized through those hallowed days. 

Two pictures with which to terminate: the first, 
a man of great dignity having tea with us, asked to 
pray before we separated. He began, but was unable 
to finish, save in sobs and tears, his burden being an 
unconverted sister (he himself was a convert of but 
several years). That same night the sister came in 
person to confess to the evangelist that that same day 
she had surrendered to the Saviour, The last picture: 
the closing night of the meeting, converts gathered 
at the front, surrounded by rejoicing personal workers, 
together lifting their hands on high, with hundreds of 
others, while all sang, “A Toi la Glorie,” “To Thee 
the Glory, Thou Resurrected One.” 

And this in Brussels! Yes, to Him the glory for 
eternity ! 

BrussExs, BELcrum. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament | 
By Ernest Gordon | 

















And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, 
Master, and kissed him (Matt. 26:49). 


UDAS said to the elders, “Whomsoever I shall kiss 
[phileso], that same is he.” In the betrayal itself 
the word used is kataphileo, to kiss repeatedly and 

affectionately. The intensity of the word is clear from 
the other passages in which it is used as a symbol of 
the most touching love.. In the parable of the Won- 
derful Father, for so the Syrians call the story of the 
prodigal son, the father “had compassion, and ran, an 
fell on -his neck, and kissed him,” kataphileses. This 
is not the more or less formal kiss of Romans 16: 16: 
“Salute one another with an holy kiss,” philameti. It 
is something intense and repeated. So also the wo- 
man at the house of Simon the Pharisee, who “stood 
at his feet weeping, and . . . kissed [kataphilei] his 
feet, anointing them with ointment.” And in that 
other- most affecting gassage in literature, the leave- 


“taking of the elders at Miletus we read, “And they 


all. wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed 
[kataphiloun] him, Sorrowing most of all for the words 
which he spake, that they should see his face no more.” 
It was this passionately loving kiss that Judas simu- 
lated, knowing well enough that he too should, after 
he had given it, see his Master no more. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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HE Archbishop of Athens has issued a state- 
ment regarding the efforts of the Roman Cath- 
olic church to convert the Greek people. He ex- 
presses his annoyance at these attempts, “which have 
gone on for centuries,” and which “will never suc- 
ceed,” and states his especial dislike of the “fraudu- 
lent system of Uniatism” which the Jesuits of the six- 
teenth century devised. (By this, Orthodox priests ac- 
cept papal supremacy but retain the Eastern ritual.) 
This system, he avers, has caused schism in all Or- 
thodox lands. In late years the Vatican, with the aid 
of Latin priests speaking Greek, of various seceders 
from the Greek church, and of certain Constantinople 
women of Greek origin, has established a center which 
they call the Helleno-Catholic church and with large 
resources from Italy are founding schools and orphan- 
ages in connection with their work of proselytism. 
These priests use the Greek vestments and read the 
Greek service “with one imperceptible peculiarity,” 7. e., 
the mentioning of the name of the Pope in the serv- 
ice. They attempt to take udvantage of the last catas- 
trophe which, in Asia Minor, has come on the Greek 
race. Instead of turning to Moslems to win them to 
Christ, they establish themselves in Orthodox coun- 
tries in order to promote apostasy from the ancestral 
faith, The Greek journal Vradyni says that some 
dozens of Greek girls have been induced to enter con- 
vents, and urges the minister of education to collect 
and publish all data regarding this Roman propaganda. 
American “destroyers” in the harbor of Smyrna, 
by rescuing thousands of Greek refugees, not only be- 
lied their name but won the universal gratitude of 
Greek-speaking peoples. A leading paper in Athens 
has suggested that Americans be given honorary posi- 
tions in the Greek parliament with the right to intro- 
duce measures. The heart of the Greek church, too, 
has been singularly softened by American relief work 
in the Near East, and to this is perhaps partly due 
the removal of restrictions on the printing and circu- 
lation of the Bible in the Greek vernacular, and also 
the triumphal advance of the Y. M. C. A. in the Greek 
army and in the university. The Greek Orthodox 
church has recently invited American missionaries to 
become members of the faculty of one of their the- 
ological schools, and both American and Greek churches 
have co-operated in forming the American Board 
School of Religious Education at Constantinople. This 
is gratifying, and one only hopes: that their confidence 
may not be imposed on for the words “religious educa- 
tion” do not inspire regard among those who follow 
at all closely modernist intrigues in American churches, 


A Last Echo from Stockholm.—Mr. Stange, of 
Leipzig, spoke of the “dreadful Kultur-optimismus of 
the American delegates” to the Stockholm Ecumenical 
Congress. He was thinking of their confidence that 
“civilization” will solve all difficulties and bring in 
cloudless Utopia. Thoroughly characteristic is the 
statement on the second page of the American report 
on “The Church and the International Question.” 
Two conceptions of religion are contrasted, that of 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, which 
thought of religion as a concern of the next life, 
and salvation from hell as the chief matter. . The 
world was. looked on as growing worse and destined 
finally to go to pieces. Christ would then come to 
build a new earth. The other is the -modern con- 
ception which interprets Jesus’ teaching as moral and 
social. His purpose is to bring in a new society 
by brotherliness, — and so.on. 

This is of course a wholly unhistorical statement. 
The eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries were 
the very hey-day of what this statement calls modern. 
The evangelical idea of salvation was scoffed at and 
the platonic and unreal cult of brotherhood flourished 
as to-day in American Modernism. It was not until 
the evangelical revival in Germany and Scandinavia 
and England that there came a revival of genuine 
brotherliness and charity. The great social names of 
the nineteenth century belong to evangelical Christian- 
ity, — Oberlin, Shaftesbury, Wilberforce, -Wichern, 
Loehe, Bost, Fliedner, Josephine Butler, General Booth, 
Bodelschwingh, Grundtvig,— men who believed that 
the first concern of mankind was personal salvation 
from sin and to eternal life. 


The South American Congress.—The Rev. James C. 
Quarles, of Montevideo, an able and clear-headed mis- 
sionary of the Southern Baptists, makes various severe 
strictures on the “Second Congress of Christian Work,” 
in Latin America. This, as the Stockholm Conference, 
was largely an enterprise of the Federal Council of 
Churches. The name of the affair was changed from 
“Missionary Conference” to “Congress of Christian 
Work,” and among the subjects treated were the Mon- 
roe Doctrine, Pan-Americanism, women suffrage, sex 


hygiene, child labor, and labor legislation. This sub- 
stitution of social program for evangelism was also 
in the Stockholm vein. The Stockholm Congress was 
made picturesque by the bizarre dress of Greek Cath- 


. olic bishops. The Montevideo Congress distinguished 


itself by its deference to Rome. The Catholic daily 
of Montevideo asked why if it was a Christian meet- 
ing, did they discuss commercial affairs; if a Prot- 
estant congress, why were Catholic delegates present? 
Indeed, according to Mr. Quarles, the archbishop of 
Montevideo interpreted the whole affair as a mani- 
festation of Protestant longing to get back to Mother 
Church. Plans were considered for co-operation with 
the Roman church in the evangelization of Latin Amer- 
ica. Dr. Samuel Guy Inman, the Latin American spe- 
cialist of the Federal Council, is quoted as saying that 
in the council there was “a place for people of all be- 
liefs. and even for those who did not believe anything.” 
Can it be true! 

The projected follow-up meetings in other South 
American capitals, such as continued the Panama Con- 
gress of 1916, did not come about. “The ball came out 
of the breech,” to use the Spanish proverb. South 
Americans appear not to appreciate congresses im- 
ported from New York. Would Americans in New 
York or Chicago take to an uplift congress coming 
from Buenos Ayres ‘and dissertating on dirty streets 
and venal newspapers and inefficient city government? 
One almost unbelievable utterance was that of a young 
lady representing the Y. W: C. A., who told the mis- 
sion boards in a public session of the Congress that if 





Shanghai’s Conflagrations 





Shanghai is at the present time burning 
with resentment against foreigners. It is at 
Shanghai, also, that the insidious modernist 
propaganda in evangelical missions is strong- 
est. And it is in Shanghai that the Union 
Church, the foreigners’ church, is being 
crowded with seven hundred Chinese daily 
to listen to the old Gospel from Mr. Paget 
Wilkes. One missionary of forty years’ 
experience declares he has seen nothing like 
it in his life in China. Mr. Wilkes speaks 
through the young and very earnest Chinese 
evangelist, Mr. Leland Wang. Miss Dora 
Yu addresses overflow meetings in the ad- 
jacent hall. 











they wanted to evangelize Latin America they must 
send out missionaries who know how to dress well, 
“The co-operative, modernistic brand talk about con- 


structive plans and positive results,” continues Mr. . 


Quarles. “It is hardly to-be denied that the recent 
congress failed to reach results; but they have ‘suc- 
ceeded in ‘constructing’ enough racial, nationalistic, 
and ecclesiastical antipathies to last us real missionaries 
for twenty years after the tourist-delegates have re~ 
turned to their well-furnished offices in New York 
City. This conclave has opened the eyes of many 
Christians in South America. Oh, that it might bring 
about a reaction in our brethren in North America, 
who are perhaps contributing their money for the 
support of schemes and committees that in reality are 
working against the spread and development of true 
ya gaeecid in these lands that so much need the Gos- 
pel! 


A Federal Council Faux-pas.—So long as an organ- 
ization is harmless, it is tolerated and even supported, 
if with grumblings, but when it gets in the way of good 
causes and shows itself obstructionist, public opinion 
changes to something sharper. The Federal Council 
never contributed anything of importance to bring 
about national prohibition, but its recent prohibition 
report has, as the Dearborn Independent says, “given 
the pro-alcohol press five days of headlines.” “It is 
probable the report will have no effect whatever on 
the sentiment of the country,” continues this paper, 
“but it may have an effect on the Federal Council.” 
That might be a fortunate result of its inopportune in- 
trusion into this field. 


The Sans Dieu and Their Congresses.—“The the- 
ology of democracy has yet to be written. Whereas 
Calvinists speak of God’s election of man, the demo- 


crat speaks of man’s election of God,” said Dr. Shailer 
Mathews before the Religious Education Association 
in 1910; and a fellow theologian, Dr. Rauschenbusch, 
in delivering the Lyman Beecher lecture at Yale, re- 
marked in his high-pitched, thin. voice: 

“We must democratize the conception of God. The 
worst thing that could happen to God would be to 
remain an autocrat, while the world is moving toward 
democracy. He would be dethroned with the rest.” 
Personally I cannot see any more important difference 
between these Baptist theologians and the “Sans-Dieu” 
of Moscow, than that the former are supported by 
the self-denial of past Christian generations and the 
latter are not. “We have done with earthly kings,” 
says Luntacharsky in a recent pronouncement. “We 
are now concerning ourselves with the heavenly ones. 
I desire with my whole heart that “the Sans-Diew” at- 
tain complete success in their struggle against the re- 
pulsive spectre of God which has caused such devil- 
ish evil to all humanity in its long history.” 

The Bolshevists have caught the congress fever. 
On Easter Day, 1925, there gathered in Moscow the 
first congress of “the Without-God.” Delegates came 
from all over Russia. Its purpose was “to perfect 
methods of anti-religious propaganda, especially in 
the country; to determine the place which the anti- 
religious campaign ought to have in the general system 
of communism; to prepare propaganda for the public 
schools. This association of “the-Without-God” plans 
to carry atheistic propaganda into the most distant 
lands. Special courses of four months’ duration have 
been organized by the government for training profes- 
sionals of “the Without-God.” The organ of the 
movement, Bezboinik, is published weekly in an edi- 
tion of 210,000 copies. 

“Komsomol” is the Young International, organized 
to lead in the looked-for world revolution. Associated 
with it are the children’s groups, called “the young 
pioneers.” These two organizations are the most 
active in the fight against God. In Russia the Young 
International numbers 900,000; in Germany, 131,000; 
and there are smaller groups in other lands. These 
groups are nests of immorality. When a delegation 
of pioneers went to Siberia last summer to convert 
the children to communism, the peasants treated them 
as _ lepers, and would not let them approach the 
villages. . 

According to a Soviet statement, there are fifty thou- 
sand young criminals on the Moscow streets. Half of 
them are alcoholists or syphilitic. Comrade Berezner, 
writing in the Moscow paper, Jzvestia, advocates solv- 


_ing the problem which they involve by shooting 


them en masse. 


The Congress of the Gospel at Bologna is a Cath- 
olic gathering, met to consider the best methods for 
stimulating interest among Italian Roman Catholics 
3 the ey cd of ane New ‘seetampent. La Grande 

rma, a Catholic ication, i 
eadwcad p as this to say of the 
_ “It is a sad fact that whereas nearly all of our Ital- 
ian people are made Christians in infancy, very few 
live as Christians when they grow up. The plan of 
renewing all things, however pious it may be, soon 
becomes a bitter irony if the reform does not include 
regeneration of the spirit. There can be no real and 
serious renewal save at the foundations. Otherwise it 
will be only propping up and patching, 

“Now to bring about this necessary and urgent 
thing, the Master of Life teaches that philosophical 
systems and external ordinances are not enough. Only 
Christ’s salt can preserve and develop our society.. We 
have had the experience often enough, that when its 
preservative action diminishes, the maggots of social 
dissolution begin to appear; when it disappears alto- 
gether the putridity of death sets in. 

“With the purpose of saving our beloved country 
from such a fate and with an earnest desire to aid its 
real revival, a watchful group of young men in Bo- 
logna have launched the proposal for a Congress of 
the Gospel. This may seem surprising since the Church 
is the guardian and master of the Great Book and 
since the noisy atmosphere of a congress may not 
seem to be altogether the best for the development of 
activities essentially spiritual. 

“But every doubt will vanish when it is known 
that this initiative has the benediction of the ecclesias- 
tical authorities, since it is the purpose of its sponsors 
to aid the Mother Church in her difficult mission in 
the best way possible. 


“Humanity as a whole ought to have, the joy of 
the Great Gift (for so Montesquieu calls the Gospel) 
which God has given it, and no one who appreciates 
it can be satisfied to enjoy it alone. 

“As to the means to attain this end, the first thing 









































. to the propagation among us of 


Lesscn for December 27 
Review: From Athens to Rome 


is to consider the best way to diffuse knowledge and 
love the divine Book. It is a sad thing to see the 
Book, which is useful above all others, the least known, 
There is in the air a diffused sense of wishing to 
know all things save the Word. But this is the foun- 
tain source of our civilization, the law of life, the 
goal of our future. .... So, then, the Gospel by teach- 
ing men to become citizens of heaven will make of 
them better citizens of earth. 


“With action, sacrifice, and prayer, therefore, let © 


us prepare our Congress in the hope that God will 
make it fruitful for his churches and our country.” 


Anna Larssen was, a dozen years ago, the most 
brilliant figure on the Danish stage and a worldling 
of the purest type. Then she was converted to Christ, 
and became an evangelist. On the occasion of her 
fiftieth birthday, an interview appeared in Kopenhavn, 
She speaks of herself as the happiest person in Copen- 
hagen, “Though our outer man perish our inner man 
is renewed day by day. We believe in God’s Word — 
whole of it — and have been baptized with the Holy 

pirit. ' 

“You ask wherein we differ from the state church? 
We are more old-fashioned and orthodox. We have 
the principles and teaching of the early church. We 
build more on Paul than the church does. We -are 
not against the church. The church is against us. 
We feel it a grave injustice that the church should call 
us sectarian. A sect is a party that takes a single 
evangelical truth and builds a system on it. We be- 
lieve in the whole truth, and that God’s Word can 
be practised as im‘the early Christian community. 
When it says that the sick of. the church should send 
to the elders to anoint them with oil and pray for them 
in Jesus’ name we practise the admonition. 

“My -husband and I hold meetings all over. We 
have been in England. Now we go to France, where 
I shall speak im French. We have no economic rela- 
tions with those abroad, but are entirely independent. 
We stand on the- voluntary tithing system. If all our 
church-members tithed, we could send out many mis- 
sionaries. We have now one in China, and shall soon 
send one to Africa. We receive no gifts and hold no 
bazaars.” 

“Do you long after the stage?” 

“God has shut that from me. I would never have 
been able of myself to break away.” 

a you ever go to the theater ?” 

°.” 


The Penitent and the Impenitent.—The great 
French Calvinist investigator, Dr. E. Doumergue (a 
cousin of the present president of the French republic), 
contributes to Christianismeau XX Siecle three docu- 
ments which clearly show that Calvin was opposed to 
the burning, if not the execution, of Servetus. 

On August 20, 1553, Calvin wrote to his friend 
Farel, “I hope that Servetus may be condemned to 
death, but desire that they will save him from the 
atrocious punishment” (the stake), 

On October 26, he again wrote to Farel, “To-morrow 
Servetus is to be brought to punishment. We have 
tried to change the form of execution, but in vain. I 
will tell you privately why jwe have not succeeded.” 

In 1558, im his second response to Castellion, Calvin 
wrote: “I should like to know in regard to your charge 
against me of cruelty, if you do not refer to the death 
of Master Servetus ... for whom I, on every occa- 
sion, interceded that fhey might execute him in another 
and more easy way as the judges themselves bear 
witness.” 

The Protestants of the French tongue have raised 
an expiatory monument to Servetus on the place of 
his execution. - 

The enemies of Calvin might well look on this ter- 
rible occurrence as a closed incident, and reserve their 
censures for impenitent churches. The following edi- 
torial from I! Popolo d’Italia, June 7, 1895, will give 
them the right clue: 

“The most, not to say all the evils heaped on Italy, 
from the time of the Risorgimento (the revival of Ital- 
ian unity in the seventies) to the present, can be traced 
the barbarian philoso- 
phies and aesthetic and political systems which have 
their root in the Lutheran reformation. 7 

“Hegelian idealism, the literary and artistic ro- 
manticism, and democratic revolutionism are differing 
forms of the German Protestant disease which has 
reached us in direct and indirect ways, and which in- 
fects ever more threateningly the sound organism of 
our sunny Mediterranean Roman and Catholic race. © 

“Vast and tragic has been the injury to our national 
fiber from this alien infection. : 

“The church of Rome, the Roman Catholic church, 
which is so named just because it has inherited the 
character and universal functions of ancient Rome, 
understood from the very first the deadly danger which 
the heresy of the filthy German monk (i, ¢., Luther) 
represented and hastened to repair the injury. Above 
all to-day is it that we understand fully the infinite 
wisdom shown at that time by the church. The in- 
quisition, the tortures (supplizi), the massacres 
(stragi), brought about to suppress the scandal appear 
to us as truly heroic acts carried through for the 
greater glory of God; also those such as the extermin- 
ation of the Huguenots which was carried out in the 
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name of the governments solicitous for the civil fate 
of their peoples. tic instinct commanded these 
operations, tremendous salutory.” 


The Texas Mexican Baptist Convention recently 
held its sixteenth annual session in Kerrville, Texas. 
Reports showed the addition. of more than eight hun- 
dred members to Mexican Baptist churches during the 
year. It is not merely the poor and ignorant who are 
identifying themselves with Protestant Christianity. 
“We have a fine group of young people that would 
be an honor to any church.” Two Mexican Bible in- 
stitutes were held this summer. That at Christoval 
was attended by Mexicans from all over west Texas; 
twenty were baptized. The other was at Bastrop, 
which is fast becoming a center for Mexican Baptist 
interests. A Mexican Baptist Institute is. to be opened 
there for the training of Mexican preachers, of whom 
there are a, large and promising number. 

The Denver Baptist Union has purchased two brick 
dwellings as a Christian center for Mexican laborers. 
These men work on the beet farms and ranches in 
summer, and in winter come into Denver. The Chris- 
tians among them are active in witnessing when at 
work. Almost every town and city of Kansas has a 
group of Mexican section hands. There are large 
colonies of Mexicans at Topeka, Wichita, and Kansas 
City; also Baptist missions in each of these places. 

In the Y. M. C. A. of the City of Mexico, with a 
membership of over 2,000, all, but fifty are Roman 





A Traveling Medical Mission 


Dr. Ainslie, of the Presbyterian Mission 
in Guatamala, pleads for an additional phy- 
sician in his hospital, and this is his reason, 
—he has bought a fine ambulance, and is 
going to bring medical relief to the villages 
of Guatamala. When the hoped-for doctor 
comes, Dr. Ainslie will be released for this 
extension work. “ We—the evangelist, the 
male nurse, and myself — will stop in all 
|. the small towns where there is no medical 
attendance, and hold clinics and preach the 
Gospel. There are about eight hundred 
miles of passable roads, along which are liv- 
ing tens of thousands of men, women, and 
children who are without medical care. We 
will put up two tents, one as a living-room, 
the other as treatment and consultation room. 
The ambulance will be ready at any time to 
transport more serious cases to the hospital, 
our main base and first unit in the plan 
started three years ago. We hope as the 
nurses graduate to have them establish small 
clinics in their home towns, and with the 
ambulance we have bought to visit these 
clinics from time to time and help all we 
can.” 


The government has shown its apprecia- 
tion of this plan by remitting all custom 
charges on the imported ambulance, and the 
railway has granted free transportation from 
the port of entry. 
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Catholic. Some time ago the Bishop called on all the 
faithful to abaridon the “Y.” Less than a dozen left! 


Dr. Donald Fraser, who has been campaigning for 
missions among the churches of South Africa, tells us 
of a “remarkable awakening of the Dutch Church of 
South Africa to its responsibilities to: the heathen in 
Africa. This is not a case of simply caring for those 
who are far away in a world of romance for the in- 
crease in their service for the natives within the Union 
is as striking as their foreign service. This missionary 
spirit is rapidly growing, both in geographical extent 
and in its conception of the rights and possibilities of 
the native races. . . . I wish that language barriers 
could be broken down so that the life of the Dutch 
church could flow into the other churches.” -The mis- 
sionary income of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
South Africa has, in forty years, risen from $8,500 to 
$400,000, : : 


Mr. Kagawa is devoting his energies to the help and 
uplift of labor in Japan and no man has a profounder 
hold on the confidence of the Japanese proletariat 
than he. He has lately been visiting the United States 
and Europe, and various observations from him re- 
garding the religious life of the West appear in the 
Japanese press. Of American. churches, he remarks 
that “their Christianity is too social.” He would that 
it were “more deeply rooted in the spiritual life, in 
praise, and in meditation.” ~He declared himself 
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“srieved with the modernized, socialistic condition of 
the American churches,” and contrasted their religion 
unfavorably with the deeper religion of the English 
people. This from one of the finest living exemplars 
of applied Christianity ! 

This judgment of Mr. Kagawa should be placed be- 
side the fact that Mr. C, C. Nieh, a wealthy Chinese 
cotton manufacturer of Shanghai, has abandoned 
Christianity because the restless activity of the church 
left him no quiet time for the meditation which he 
thinks he finds in Buddhism, 


“The Friend of Japan’’ publishes the picture of a 
Japanese girl who had been sold into prostitution by 
her own brother, and tells the story of another girl 
of eight years who had been in mission care and was 
a genuine Christian, yet who was also sold by her 
father to a brothel to get: money for drink. “We did 
all we could to find the child, but it was of no use. 
This happens often. Again and again, we miss our 
girls from the ‘Sunday-school in the same way. Little 
girls are sold to educate sons! The mothers, too, are 
sometimes sold. The Japan Evangelistic Band has 
opened a Rescue Mission Home in Sendai for the sal- 
vage of such.” 

The National W. C. T. U. of Japan is working to 
make these iniquities impossible. In the last election 
it secured pre-election pledges to vote for the abolition 
of licensed prostitution from two hundred candidates. 
Eighty of these candidates were elected. 


The Brazilian Baptist churches have sent the Rev. 
Antonio Mauricio and wife as missionaries to Portu- 
gal. Mr. Mauricio is at present pastor of the Baptist 
church at Oporto. There is an interesting story con- 
nected with him. Many years ago a Portuguese peas- 
ant emigrated to Brazil, and settled as a day-laborer 
in the state of Minas. His name was Jose Monteiro. 
He prospered and became later the owner of a small 
coffee farm which has brought him a good income. 
All this income, apart from a modest living for him- 
self and family, is set apart for Christ, for the build- 
ing of churches, the training of young men for the 
ministry and for the promotion of missions in Brazil 
and Portugal. The work in the latter country is very 
promising. The Rev. Achilles Barbosa, one of the 
best trained Baptist pastors in Brazil, has recently 
volunteered to join Mr. Mauricio. 

Thirty-four years ago, the first Baptist church in 
the state of Rio Janeiro, Brazil, was organized. To- 
day there are seventy-three in this state alone with a 
membership of almost eight thousand. Only six of 
these are not entirely self-supporting. The Baptists 
of this single Brazilian state contributed $150,000 to 
the financial campaign of the Southern Baptists in the 
course of five years. 


Mr. Teodoro Yangco, one of the most prominent 
Filipinos, and for three years Resident Commissioner 
of the Philippines at Washington, D. C., has joined 
the Presbyterian church. He is an elder in the Ellin- 
wood church, Manila, and President of the Sunday- 
school Union. 


Brief Notes. — Miss Annie Coope is evangel- 
izing the San Blas Indians on a small island due 
east from Colon, District of Panama. When she 
went there first, twelve years ago, the priest liv-, 
ing om the two islands of the sent meén 
with rifles to prevent her landing, and she was obliged 
to turn back. But she came a second time. The priest 
is now gone and his little frame chapel is in her pos- 
session. President Porras of the Republic of Panama 
told Miss Coope some time ago that he would never 
risk his life among these degraded Indians. Yet -she 
has gathered a large company of children and grown- 
‘up people into her Bible classes, teaching them to read 
from the Bible. . .. Poland has the name of 
being the Spain of the east, and it seems to be liv- 
ing up to its reputation. The building of the (Prot- 
estant) Union for the Relief of German Women at 
Strelno has been seized, the motto over the Children’s 
Home, “Whosoever receiveth such a child in my name 
receiveth me,” painted out, the sisters in charge evicted, 
together with certain frail and aged women in resi- 
dence. . . . There are eleven Baptist churches in 
Buenos Ayres and four in the suburbs. Certain of 
these: churches maintain two, three, and even four 
preaching places. ... The united thank offering for 
missions of the women of the y memeeg Church in 
the United States, at the recent eral Convention, 
reached the imposing figure of $904,514.77. ....: A 
boys’ brass band, in one of the Near East Relief Or- 
phanages, so attracted the King of Abyssinia on his 
recent tour that the entire band was transported by 
him to his capital accompanied by a staff of native 
teachers. They play daily in the public square of 
Addis-Abeba, studying the rest of the day Sir 
William Wilcocks, the famous hydraulic engineer, 
spends much of his time in volunteer mission work by 
the bedside of patients in the Church Missionary So- 
ciety hospital in Old Cairo. .... Lieutenant Colonel 
Moore, a British army officer, formerly a Roman 
Catholic, is preaching at Dr. J. J. Long’s medical mis- 
sion in Limerick. At one meeting, ten confessed Christ, 
and at the close of another, fifteen definitely committed 
themselves to the Saviour. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Universal Week of Prayer 


(Concluded from page 802) 
Thursday, January 7 
: MIssIons 


Let us give thanks — That the Gospel of Christ ad- 
dresses itself to every element in our nature and makes 
its appeal to every man, 

For the response to the Gospel evoked in the mind 
of many who are still ignorant of God’s way of sal- 
vation, 

For the faith and devotion of those who have been 
won out of error and darkness; for the many doors 
of opportunity that have opened recently and are open- 
ing still; for facilities in travel which speed the Gos- 
pel message; for the Scriptures translated into so 
many tongues. 

Let us confess — Our sin in so rarely rejoicing with 
the Good Shepherd when he came bringing back that 
which was lost; our reluctance to watch with him in 
intercession; the imperfection of our surrender to the 
Lord; the narrowness of our thoughts regarding his 
work; the poverty of our offerings to his cause. 

Let us pray— For all missionaries, pastors, evan- 
gelists, catechists, teachers, colporteurs, doctors, nurses, 
and Bible-women. 

For all young converts, for inquirers, for all who 
are indifferent or hostile, for some who have fallen 
away, and_for those who have left their first love. 

For missionary societies and their committees, for 
training colleges, for home afid field and deputation 


secretaries; for translators and revisers of Scripture; 


for those who are creating a native Christian liter- 
ature. 

For missionaries far removed, often in anxiety and 
fear; for the children of missionaries, separated from 
their parents, and deprived of the comfort and pro- 
tection of home, 

For missionaries — discouraged, invalided home, 
overworked, struggling with an intractable language 
and placed in uncongenial surroundings. 


That all who go forth in the Name of the Lord 


Jesus may walk daily and hourly in the Saviour’s grace, 
that the deadly chill of their heathen surroundings may 
not conquer their spirit, that they may bathe their souls 
in the purity of Christ, and exhibit the power of Chris- 
tianity by their love for one another. 

hat the Lord would thrust out more laborers into 
his harvest; and that young people in increasing num- 
bers may be led to consecrate their lives to the serv- 
ice Of Jesus Christ. 

Scripture readings — Psalm 64; Isaiah 49: 1-12; John 
10: 7-18; 12: 20-33; Revelation 19: 4-16. 

Friday, January 8 
FaMILigs, SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND THE YOUNG 

Let us give thanks —For a godly ancestry for the 
generations of the upright, for the nurture of a Chris- 
tian home, for the sheltering care of parents’ love; for 
a childhood early dedicated to the Saviour. 

That our Lord is specially near to the children of 
those who fear him, and that while he bids us bring 
the little ones to his love and care, so many of his 
servants are fulfilling his command, and ministering 
to them, 

For all Christian instructors, for all pastors, writers 
and counselors who train the young to discipline and 
service, and guide them in the ways of truth and up- 
rightness. 

Let us pray— That the homes in which our youth 
are nourished may be more conspicuously the dwelling- 
places of the Father of spirits; that family religion 
may be observed by family prayers, that the Day of 
Rest may be hallowed; and that our children may early 
be taught to pray, read the Bible, and reverence the 
house of God. ‘ 

That all teachers may be sensible of the responsi- 
bilities attaching to the office they hold, and may make 
it their chief endeavor to bring their youthful charge 
to the knowledge of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

That colleges and universities may be so filled with 
the Spirit of the Master that those who study in these 
halls of learning may be taught to reverence the Bible 
as the Word of God, and to seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. 

Scripture readings — Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Psalm 
78:1-8; Proverbs 4: 1-13; Matthew 18: 1-14. 


Saturday, January 9 
Tue Home BASE AND THE JEWS 


_Let us give thanks — For the generation of the up- 
right in the land; for the goodly fellowship of faithful 
ministers and earnest evangelists and zealous laborers 
im the service of the kingdom of God. 

For the special task assigned to the present age in 
relation to the restoration of “the chosen people” to 
covenant privileges. 

For the promises to Israel, exceeding great and 
precious, which still await fulfilment. " 

For™the new realization of the mission and ministry 
of our Lord which has come to so many members -of 
the Hebrew race. 


Let us pray — That a wide-spread movement of di- 


vine power may add fulness of blessing to the Church 
in all the lands of Christ. 
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That every minister, evangelist, home mission worker, 
Sunday-school teacher, witness-bearer, intercessor, 
may be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

hat the set time when the Redeemer shall come 
to Zion, to turn away transgression from Jacob, may 
be hastened. 

That the Christian Church may be enabled earnestly 
and believingly to plead for the fulfilment of the word 
of assurance: “And so all Israel shall be saved.” 

Scripture readings — Ezekiel 37: 21-28; Amos 9: 8- 
15; Psalm 126; Luke 21: 20-33. 


Luke, Greek Physician and Historian 
(Continued from page 803) 


some of the practitioners of the time, but Luke thinks 
his candor libelous and leaves part of his comment 
out” (Naylor). 

Further we have the direct statement of Paul regard- 
ing “Luke, the beloved physician.” 

One can be quite certain that he accompanied Paul 
on many of his journeys in the capacity of physician 
or ship surgeon. 

According to Harnack there are six conditions that 
must be met before we can establish our claim that 
Luke was a physician. 





_ DECEMBER 12, 1925 





+ a The whole character of the narrative may be 
determined’ by the points of view, aims, and ideals 
which are medical in large part. 

2. Definite preference for relating of cases of disease 
and their healing. | 


3. The language used by the writer is colored by 
the phraseology of medical men and by the use of 
words that have a definite technical medical meaning, 
many of them used only by physicians. 4 

4. In describing certain particular diseases there is 
— not only medical diaghosis, but scientific knowl- 
edge, \ 

5. In cases where medical subjects are not discussed, 
pmeunge is used which is colored by medical phrase- 
ology. ~~, 

6. Wherever the author speaks as an eye-witness, ; 
the exhibition of medical knowledge is especially prom- ‘ 
inent and marked. ‘ 


We believe that to any candid mind, the above con- 
ditions, exacting as they are, have been fully met and 
satisfied. It is obligatory upon us to remember that 
the evidence adduced is not to be estimated from an 
individual view-point but must be studied as a com- 
posite whole. It is cumulative in its effect and sig- 
nificance. 





(To be concluded) 








Gospel cards, in China 
and at home 
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appreciation of that agency of Dr. Price’s which 

sends us cards. The brightening eyes and glow- 

ing face of a tiny neighbor girl to whom I gave one 

of my first cards still lingers in my memory. But 
I grew tired of cards. 

Getting them into shape for use was just a bit of 

routine. Many classes are thoughtful enough to paste 

plain white paper over the written side, and a Chi- 


A’ A missionary in China I learned a very great 


nese writer inscribes a verse of Scripture thereon. 


The picture really carries no message, for most of 
the cards are picture post cards, and even Sunday- 
school lesson cards prepared for use in America con- 
vey little to the Chinese mind. 

But it was the distribution that grew wearisome. I 
never wearied of the individual appreciation, but how 
I hated the mobs! My groups of children could scarcely 
be called Sunday-schools; they were feeders for the 
Sunday-school. Going to any part of our city, I would 
find a home where I was sure of my welcome, and from 
the doorway speak to the children who would quickly 
fill the courtyard. If I can tell stories now, it is be- 
cause of the nimbleness my mind acquired in holding 
the attention of those groups, with a strange message 
in a strange tongue. 

But the cards! They always wanted cards, and they 
all wanted cards. They were too polite to snatch my 
bag before I was ready to distribute them, but they 
looked at it covetously, and they were not too polite to 
snatch from each other. From the moment I reached a 
neighborhood where I was known I was pursued. I 
used to recall Elijah and the bears when some par- 
ticularly rude set would call me Foreign Devil. But 
for the most my pursuers were friendly. | 

“Cards, Li Sz-mu [my name]. Please give us 
cards!” Only in new neighborhoods did I give them 
to individual children I might meet, to attract them to 
our meeting. I used them as incentives for order and 
attention in the places where I made a monthly visit. 

I was accompanied on these trips by a gentle little 
Bible woman who answered to the name of Peng 
Sz-mu. She pieced out my faulty Chinese, and served 
sometimes as policewoman. As we walked home we 
usually talked over our afternoon’s work. Whenever 
I mentioned the nuisance which the card business was 
becoming, she always said, “Oh, well, children are like 
that.” And they certainly were,— rude, crowding, fight- 
ing, rough. I began to feel that the commotion over 
cards almost undid any good we might hope to accom- 
plish. . Perhaps there was a better way. 

Finally, one day, when I had stood~on a stool to 
distribute cards to a hundred children, and had nearly 
had my clothes torn off of me, and the children had de- 
parted in various states of anger or glee, according to 
whether they had snatched three cards or had their 
only one snatched from them, I said that I thought we 
had had about enough of the card business. 

“Oh, no, Li Sz-mu,” said the Bible woman, “we 
mustn’t give up. We don’t know what good one of 
those cards may do.” 

“True, we don’t,” I agreed, “but we know what harm 
they do.” I was hanging on to a torn skirt. She 
laughed, but as we walked home she told me why she 
had such faith in the cards. : 

It was a simple story. I have wondered many times 
if some of us do not have our life’s direction changed 
by things as small. She was a widow of refinement, 


Peng Sz-mu’s First Step Toward Christ 


By Eva R. Baird 














earning her living for her two young children. They. 
got some cards at the mission Sunday-school, and to 
get more cards they insisted on going again.’ She 
would not let them go alone, a small boy and girl, and 
they were so persistent in their coaxing that she went 
with them,—to get a card. They became regular at- 
tendants at the Mission Chapel. 

“It was a great nuisance,” she said, “to stop my 
work once every week and make that trip. But they 
loved the cards, so I went.” 

What mother of us hasn’t taken her children to 
something she didn’t particularly care about, because 
they. coaxed? But Peng Sz-mu got more than cards. 
She found her Saviour. 

I knew my Bible woman’s ied Both children had 

in our mission schools. had sponsored her 
daughter when she entered Dr. Mary Stone’s Hos- 
pital to take her nurse’s training, and she had come 
back trained and proficient to care for me when my 
first child was born. Her son was just entering the 
university of Nanking. They were both looking 
forward to lives of Christian service. And here was 
my Bible woman, our faithful standby. 

“The cards did it, Li Sz-mu,” she said. “Maybe 
my children snatched sometimes. But the cards were 
our first step toward Jesus.” 

This isn’t an advertisement for cards. Keep on: 
sending them—the missionaries will use them. But 
where are our cards for America? For the: children 
in our ‘Sunday-schools? For the children in our 
streets? Your boy and mine aren't getting excited 
over a picture post-card with the Golden Rule written 
on the back of it. But what is it that we may use, as 
common as the post-card, and make it Christian, “the 
first step toward Jesus”? 

They were just souvenir cards, with a picture of 
Grant’s Tomb, and Niagara Falls, and the Flat Iron 
Building. We had to put the Gospel on them, and then 
we had to tell it, and, last but not least, we had to be 
pulled to pieces distributing them. And Peng Sz-mu’s 
case was probably exceptional. I scattered cards for 
ten, years in one Chinese city. Perhaps not one in a Sool eed 
thousand got anywhere. But supposing I should have 
“started” a Christian doctor, like Peng Sz-mu’s son. 

The end of that card story isn’t told yet, for there are 
grandchildren now, who will hear the Gospel as soon 
as they can understand anything. e 

But what are the cards for a lumber town in north- 
west Washington? What are the cards for your local- 
ity? My kitchen gets all messed up with a Christian . 

Endeavor taffy-pull. How often that monthly social 

comes round! A Christian teacher in our public 

schools gives Saturday to hiking with the Scouts. 

The superintendent of our Cradle Roll makes the base- 

ment of our church into a nursery, with swings and 
wonderful toys and baby games. The most important | 
engagement of the week for a busy pastor is with a 

group of teen-agers who are vaguely glimpsing Chris- 

tianity in social life. And then there’s always our own 

sand pile full of the neighbor’s children! 

Are these our cards? What are yours? Are you 
writing the Gospel on them? And distributing them? 

Yes, we’re tired —there’s enough to do without the 4 
extras. The children don’t appreciate them anyway. 

See how rude they are. True, all true. But remem- 

ber Peng Sz-mu and her Christian card, 


Crear Laxe, Wash. 
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Lesson for December 27 
Review: From Athens to Rome 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 27. REVIEW: FROM ATHENS TO ROME 


International Uniform Lesson 


Golden Text.—Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.—Rom. 5 : 1 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 
SHERE are no human biographies in the New 
' Testament; Paul’s life should be reviewed from 
the part he played in the starting of the Gospel 
to the Gentiles. : 
The Historical Setting 

Our Lord’s contemporaries could not grasp the 
meaning of his death before it came to pass. And 
even afterward, although Pentecost furnished the 
apostles and early disciples with the understanding 
of truth they were not able to bear in their Lord’s 
lifetime, their saturation with Judaism seriously nar- 
rowed their horizon. Christianity in its beginning 
needed a great natural born thinker who under inspira- 
tion might become a great supernatural thinker. God 
found that man in Paul. Providentially he had the 
equi t to think through the tremendous meanings 
of Calvas . .Paul showed in Romans how we are jus- 
tified in Christ; in Corinthians, our conduct in Christ; 
in Galatians, our freedom in Christ; in Ephesians, our 
resurrection in Christ; in Philippians, our life and 
joy.in Christ; in Colossians, our completeness in Christ, 
and in Thessalonians, our glorification in Christ. Paul 
could adjust these marvelous themes of the cross and 
resurrection to the Rabbi in the synagogue, to the 
ruler on the Roman judgment seat, to the philosopher 
on the Areopagus, to the barbarians who gathered him 
and his fellow-passengers out of the sea on Malta, 
and to the masses in all the little churches with which 
he dotted the Mediterranean. Paul was the peer of 
any schoolman of his day, he had a fathomless ver- 
satility, a magnificent human sympathy, and a bound- 
less energy. He once said, “By the grace’ of God I 
am what I am.” Even ethnologically that was true, 
for he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, a master of the 
Greek language, and a free-born Roman citizen. 

The Expository Meaning 

Verse 31.—What then shall we say to these things? 
What things? In closing Luke’s sketch of Paul’s 
ministry, the Lesson Committee have plunged us into 
ene of Paul’s fathomless teachings. The paragraph 
to which this verse really belongs begins at the twen- 
tieth verse. “These things’ are the foreknowledge, 
predestination, calling, justification, and glorification 
of believers. It is a passage that has been much fought 
over by theologians, who often sadly missed the mark, 
for as Dr. J. M. Stifler says in “The Epistle to. the 
Romans,” one of the few great books on Romans: 
“Predestination is not*to heaven, but to holiness.” 
The reason why God makes “all things work together 
for good” to true believers (v. 28) is in order that 
they may be “conformed to the image of his Son” 
(v. 29), so that predestination is not a matter of sal- 
vation but of Christ-likenéss, which shall begin here 
on earth and end in Glory. “Why does not Paul say, 
“What can be against us?” Why does he say “who”? 
Paul has just been speaking of “things” and “what” is 
the relative pronoun that qualifies “things.” It is the 
same thought of the terrific unseen powers that Paul 
brings out th the sixth chapter of Ephesians. “Things” 
when they are against us are the Devil’s ammunition. 
The personalities of evil are back of them. 

Verse 32.—He that spared not his own Son. How 
much is God for us? Paul gives us the measure and 
weight of this transcendent, omnipotent, divine alli- 
ance— He is for us this much, that he spared not 
his own Son for us; and with the Son go all things; 
the jewel case goes with the Jewel. 


Verse 33.—Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect? “Can wicked men or lost spirits or 

atan himself call again to account those whose case 
has been favorably decided in the highest place of 
judicature?” asks Dr. Stifler. “Even to speak against 
God’s — impeaches the Judge and is contempt of 
court — Heaven’s court.” If God’s people, falsely 
accused, insist om going to human courts, national or 
ecclesiastical, are they not taking the case into their 
own hands, and interfering with the Judge himself? 
Justice left to Him is sure and absolute. 


Verse 34—Who is he that condemneth? If the 
case against us cannot be opened, we certainly can. not 
be condemned again, for there is a fourfold protection 
in Christ mentioned in this verse —he died-— for our 
offérises; he is risen again—that we may be saved 
by his life; he is at the right hand of God — anciently 
the next place of power by the side of kings’ thrones; 
and he is our Advocate, if in “hours of ‘transgression 
and weakness” we need such (1 John 2:1). 

Verse 35.—Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? 





Paul again is personal in the question, for- 





Devotional Resdieg: Psalm gx : 1, 2, 9-16. 
Primary Topic: How Paul Helped the Poor. 
Lesson Material: Acts 11: 29, 30; x Corinthians 16; 1-4; 2 
Corinthians 9 : 1-5. 
Memory Verse: As ye would that men should do to you, do 
j e also to them.—Luke 6 : 31. 
unior ic: Others by Our Gifts. 
Lesson ideal Sone 11 iin 30; x Corinthians 16 ; 1-4; 2 
Corinthians 9 : 1-5. 
any 4 Verse; Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift.— 
2 Cor. 9: 15. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Paul the Missionary. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Paul the Christia: 











31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? 32 He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
also with him freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect? ‘It is God that 
justifieth; 34 who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, 
who is at the: right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love * of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or 
fami or naked » or peril, or sword? 36 Even as it is 





written, 


For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 

We were accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. 38 For J am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other ¢ shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 


1Or, Shall God that justifieth? 2 Or, Shall Christ Jesus 
that died, . . . us? ®Some ancient authorities read, of 
God. 4 Or, creation. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








wicked men —and he is probably speaking out of his 
own experiences— were behind the tribulation, dis- 
tress, persecution, and the like, which came~to’ him. 
The love he refers to is Christ’s love for us. How 
could trouble be thought of as keeping his love from 
us? Do we not too often ask, “If loved us, would 
he let these terrible things happen, —this boy die, this 
fortune go glimmering, this persecution come?” The 
proof of Christ’s love is his Word, not our experi- 
ence. 


Verse 38.—In all these things we are more than con- 
querors. It is he that cannot be conquered who is more 
than conqueror; and we are victors “through him ‘that 
loved us.” Why does Paul not say “through him that 
loves us”? Because it was at Calvary that his love 
stood the supreme test, and it was there that he won 
the victory, and that victory is ours through the ap- 
propriation of it. 

Verses 38, 30.—For I am persuaded, that neither 
death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, . . . shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God. None of 
the specified enemies nor any conceivable adversary 








Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 4.—Paul in Athens ........ essen esesActs 17 : 16-34 
Golden Text: Acts 17:2 
2. October 11.—Paul in Corinth ..........0008 -Acts 18: 1-17 


Golden Text: Acts 18:9 
3. October 18.—Paul Writes to the Corinthians 
, 1 Corinthians 12:1 to 13213 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 13 : 13 
4 October 25.—Paul in Ephesus ...... Acts 18:18 to 19:41 
Golden Text: 1 Timothy 6: 10 
gs. November 1.—The Fight Against Strong Drink — 
World’s Temperance Sunday ...Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
Golden Text: Ephesians 6: 10 
6. November 8.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus ..Acts 20: 1-38 
Golden Text: Acts 20 : 35 
7. November 15.—Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 22:30 
Golden Text: 1 Peter 4:16 
8. November 22.—Paul Before Felix ...Acts 23:1 to 24:27 
Golden Text: Acts 24 : 16 
9. November 29.—Paul Before Agrippa ..Acts 25:1 to 26: 32 
Golden Text: Acts 26:19 
10. December 6,—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27 : 1-44 
Golden Text: Matthew 14: 27 
11. December 13.—Paul in Melita and Rome ...Acts 28 : 1-31 
Golden Text: Romans 1 : 16 
12. December 20.—Paul’s Summary of His Life 
2 Timothy 3:10, 11; 4: 6-18 
o Golden Text: 2 Timothy 4:7 
Tr, 
Crttetmas. Litas cidictinest Btivss< asses --Matthew 2: 1-15 
. Golden Text: Luke 2:11 
13. December 27.—Review: From Athens”to Rome 


Romans 8 : 31-39 
Golden Text: Romans 5:1 


in the universe shall be able to separate us from God’s 
love toward us in Christ. “When he gave us Christ 
Jesus he gave us in him all the love he felt toward 
the Son,” says. Dr, Stifler. . “This is the climax. The 
preceding sections” have been dry and doctrinal; but 
there is here demonstrated the vital connection between 
doctrine and love. It is out of these hard sayings of 
predestination and election that there flows this hymn 
ef adoring confidence. The love of the Spirit is found 
in the teaching of the Spirit.” 


The Homiletical Form 
CarrYING THE Gdop News From ATHENS TO RoME. 
1. Gospel campaigns in European centers — 
(1) Greek highbrows at Athens furnish unfertile 
soil (Acts 17: 15-34). 
(2) The cross triumphant over difficulties in com- 
mercial Corinth (18: 1-23). 
(3) Parenthetical— John’s baptism vs. Holy 
Ghost baptism (18:24 to 19:7). 
(4) Success at Ephesus induces the purpose of 
world girdling evangelization (19:8 to 21:16). 
2. Rome’s protection for the apostle rejected by 
Jerusalem (21:17 to 23:35). 
3. Jewish persecution forces the appeal to Caesar 
(chaps. 24, 25, 26). 
4- The Gospel at sea sheltered by the isles that wait 
for God’s law (27:14 to 28:10). 


5. Apostolic evangelization settled in its final propa- 
gation center (28: 10-31). 


The Topical Values 


Paul’s Last Years—Many surmises have been made 
as to why Luke did not finish Acts, and tell of Paul’s 
last labors and death. But the real reason seems to 
be that Acts is designedly left unfinished by the Spirit 
that later church generations may add their chapters. 
It must be inferred from Paul’s letters to Ephesus, 
Philippi, and Colosse and his pastoral ——— forti- 
fied by the writings of early Church Fathers, that 
Paul’s appeal to Caesar was successful, that he was 
released, arrested again, tried, and beheaded. Paul’s 
disciple, Clement (Phil. 4:3), has left a writing, “He 
[Paul] had gone to the extremity of the West before 
his martyrdom.” Spain is evidently signified (comp. 
Rom. 15:24). The canon of uratori, Eusebius, 
Chrysostom, and Jerome, whose writings stretch from 
A. D. 170 to 398 confirm Clement. The late Dr. W. J. 
Erdman argued that the leaving of Trophimus at 
Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20) could not have occurred in 
Paul’s last journey to Jerusalem, for then Trophimus 
was not left (Acts 20:4; 21:29), nor on the journey 
to Rome to appear before Caesar, for Paul did not 
then touch at Miletus. To make the occurrence pos- 
sible, therefore, there must have been a release from 
the first imprisonment, and an intefval of ministry 
and travel. Paul reached Rome in A. D. 63, and was 
executed in 67. 


The Fasces Then and Now.—The ancient Roman 
symbol of authority was the fasces—the ax bound in 
a bundle of rods. The Editor of The Sunday School 
Times was telling a group of friends how he was 
startled during his recent trip abroad by the fact 
that, as the boundaries of the ancient Roman Empire 
are being rapidly restored, the fasces have again ap- 
peared as the symbol of power in Italy, the heart of 
the old Roman Empire. It is the badge worn by the 
Fascisti, of which Dictator Mussolini is the head. 
Governments are ordained of God and that ancient 
Rome was not wholly anttichristian is evidenced by 
the fact that the principles of Roman law for a while 
protected Paul. Paul felt the rods at Philippi and 
the ax at Rome. If Modernism is allowed to under- 
mine God’s Word, what guarantee is there that Chris- 
tians may not again have to undergo Pauline experi- 
ences of suffering and even martyrdom? It is all a 
call to prayer for revival. 

The Servant and His Master—Paui was one of the 
most Christ-like men of all time. Our Lord came to 
his own and his own received him not; so did Paul at 
Jerusalem. The power of our Lord was augmented 
at John’s baptism; he went up to Jerusalem to be re- 
jected there and to provide a salvation for the whole 
world; as John’s baptism disa rs before the full 
knowledge of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Paul’s 

wer amazingly increases, he goes up to Jerusalem, 
is rejected, and his very rejection is the means whereby 
the Gospel gets out to the whole world. Jesus was 
smitten) by a henchman of the high priest, and so was 
Paul. Jesus brought the light of the Gospel by way 
of the ae sea of Galilee, and Paul got it out to the 
whole rld by way of the greater Middle Sea of 
ancient times in which nearly all nations of the world 
then dipped their feet. Jesus could‘only begin to do 


and to teach (Acts 1:1) because: his disciples before 
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his death were unable to bear his full message; Paul 
preached the complete message that Jesus would have 
preached if it is possible to conceive of his having 
lingered another generation in the world. 


The Practical Aim 


Paul’s Example.—“Christianity got the opportunity 
in Paul,” says Dr. James Stalker in his “Life of St. 
Paul,” “of showing the world the whole force that 
was im it. Paul was aware of this himself, though 
he expressed it with perfect modesty when he said, 
‘For this cause I obtained mercy, that in me as chief 
might Jesus -Christ show forth all his long-suffering 
for an ensample of them who should hereafter believe 
on him to everlasting life.’ . . . Pawl’s constitution was 
originally compounded of fine materials, but the Spirit 
of Christ passing into them raised them to a pitch of 
excellence altogether unique. Nor was it ever doubt- 
ful either to himself or to others that it was the in- 
fluence of Christ which made him what he was. The 
truest motto for his life would be his own saying, ‘I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.’” 


Final Word . 


Why did our Lord say, “That ye should go and 
bring forth fruit”? Why did he not simply say, “That 
ye should bring forth fruit’? Paul was the greatest 
go-er and the greatest frwit-bearer in the history of 
the early Christian Church. 

NARBERTH, Pa, “ 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Dr, Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY did Paul take this last journey to Jerusalem? 


2. Who became the real captain of the ship, before 
landing at Melita? 


3. What other place did he see at the end of his journey? 

4. How often did God appear to Paul after his arrest? 

5s. How many times does Paul relate the story of his 
conversion and to whom? . 

6. What two greatest “missions” of Paul’s work occurred 
between his visit to Athens and his first imprisonment in 
Rome? 

7. What letters belong to this same period of his life? 

8. What letters were written during the first Roman im- 
prisonment? 


9. In what places did Paul preach the Gospel during this 
part of his life? 


1o. What are the three cornerstones of the Gospel Paul 
preached? 


11. In what Christian grace (gift of God) did Paul evi- 
dently grow during these years? 

12. How often is the narrative broken in the series of 
lessons and why? 

13. What cities figure in the lessons of the Quarter? 

14. Indicate how Paul fought a good fight and kept the 
faith in each of these cities (personal). 

15. Indicate some of the types of life represented by these 
cities. 

16. Name three of Paul’s statements showing in most 
convincing terms his entire consecration. 

17. Quote that statement of Paul most eloquently showing 
how fully he carried out his contract with the Lord made 
on the Syrian plain the day of his conversion. 

18, What epitaph do you think Paul would have chosen 
for himself — had he done so? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Paul in Athens (Acts 17: 16-34). There 
was nothing slow about “ye men of Athens” in the 
first part of this lesson, but they were slow enough 
in the last part, you may remember. In the first part 
they were god-makers; in the last part they. were God- 
rejecters. No great nation ever missed the mark like 
Greece. She had Socrates and Plato, who were not 
far from the truth, but they were in the same merital 
condition as the smart ones of to-day. We laugh our 
heads off at the peripatetic philosophers who tramp 
the halls of some college Lyceums, Yes, they fooled 
the Corner once, but that was in our pin feather days! 


Lesson 2.—Paul in Cornith (Acts 18:1-17). The 


Christian religion founded and promulgated by the. 


building trades— for the tentmaker of that day was 
a habitation maker. Every craftsman ought to be- 
long to this Union. The Christian worker has nothing 
:0 worry about after having done his level best. Your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord. Don’t worry, — pray. 
Even a man of the irom nerve of Paul had to have 


“crease in value with the years. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
. a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
2. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ...:John 1 : 19-51 
3 January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
a John 3: 1-173; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
4- January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
John 4: 1-42 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
. John 9: 1-41 
7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10 : 1-30 
8, February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John it :1 to 12:41 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teachés Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) ........+++-:- Matthew 22: 15-22 
io. March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12. March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
John 18:1 to 20:23 
13. March 28.—Review: The Gospel of John 








God come to him with the pat upon the back and say, 
“Be not afraid, I am with thee,” in order to keep up 
his nerve supply. The godless executive goes down 
pcmee he has no ear for Heaven. This was a good 
esson. 


~ Lesson 3.—Paul Writes to the Cerinthians (1 Cor. 
12:1 to 13:13). I am wondering how many of the 
Times readers took the trouble to commit Emerson’s 
little poem, as I did the first time I ever saw it. Al- 
ways stow these little gems in that jewel box of yours 
back of your eyes when you pick*them up, They in- 
We do not ali func- 
tion alike. Then we swung into love. The loveless 
is nothing —the most pitiable of all our human junk. 
We got a little personal, you may remember, but we 
have a large following and wanted to show how one 
family got there. What the world needs is more of 
the genuine honey love. Both wives and husbands use 
arms and lips. Heat treated steel! 


Lesson 4.—Paul in Ephesus (Acts 18:18 to 19: 
41). There has always been a stir in the Christian 
church except in those days a little while before we 
Americans were discovered. Days we call the “Mid- 
dle” or “Dark Ages.” Stir is a sign of life. We have 
a live religion in that the Head of it is alive and not 
dead. The secret of courage is the sense of the pres- 
ence of Heaven in the shape.of his strengthening angel. 
The one who stood by Paul—and who will stand by 
you if the place where you stand is clean. “He knew 
no fear because his heart was pure.” When tempted 
to “slam” Mr. Jew remember the big railroad station 
at Washington, said to be the finest in the world, with 
“Jew” written right over it! 


Lesson 5.—-The Fight Against Strong Drink (Eph. 
6:1-20). This was a temperance lesson. It ought 
really to be like a last year’s bird nest for interest 
just like an antislavery lesson would be. But alas! 
while old John Barleycorn is dead some of the city 
newspapers and various bootleggers are still holding 
the wake! The outstanding men of America and 
Great Britain are a church and Sunday-school product. 
Go easy with the foreigner, he never had the Sunday- 
school advantage. It is the old Book which makes 
for strength. Every sane man wants to get home 
“safe.” He makes “the safe return” when he buckles 
on the Sword of the Spirit; That is the secret of 
the bungalow Rock Runners. 


Lesson 6.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus (Acts 20: 
1-38). The secret of many achieverents is in holding 
one’s life of no account. If you take account of fin- 
gers, arms, and legs you will never play ball on the 
team. You would not be here if your mother had not 
said (in her heart) with Paul, “I hold not my life of 
any account.” You never forget what you give, but 
you may forget what you receive. The gift you give 
wears in, the one you get wears out. “The unspeak- 
able gift” is what God gave and God has never for- 

tten. But men who received the Gift do sometimes 
orget. I am wondering if when we had this lesson 
you taught your boys (and girls, too) a little Chris- 
tian courtesy. 


Lesson 7.—Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem (Acts 21: 
17 to 22:30). Most of the things said about leaders 
by the opposition are not so. They are either manu- 
factured or distorted statements. Never pay very 
much attention to Mrs. Grundy and “they say.” Paul 
was not just the very thing they said he was, and most 
decidedly so. So never “fly off the handle.” The mob 
is still with us. Sometimes inside of us in great force, 
one part crying one thing and one part another thing. 
Pray for a strong inside government. Make Jesus 
King and you will have it. The secret of bravery is 
faith in the cause and a trust in God. Any man can 
have it for the asking. 


Lesson 8.—Paul Before Felix (Acts 23:1 to 24: 
27). The surest way to be manly, and the surest way 
to feminine beauty is the way of the crystal con- 
science. It is the way to win the favor both of God 
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and man. It is the secret of courage and of peace. It 
is the way of the clear eye. It is also the beginning 
of the way up. Andrew Carnegie said the way to ad- 
vance in a great corporation was.to do something 
worth while to attract attention. This lesson, you 
may remember, ere some splendid pointers along 
that line. I wonder how many of you when we had 
the lesson got a strong grip on the Rockefeller recipe 
for success,—“Don’t Write— Go.” i 
great lesson in the Iron Rose Class. 


Lesson 9.—Paul Before Agrippa (Acts 25:1 to 26: 
32). As George Rost, the noisy railroader, used to 
say: “They think Old Rost has gone crazy because 
he jumps and shouts, Thank God men go crazy in 
their heads and not in their hearts.” It was thus 
Agrippa wrongly estimated the enthusiastic Paul. Men 
miss the greatest thing in all the world when they 
miss the blessings of religion. No fun anywhere in 
anything to compare with the fun to be found in the 
Sunday-school game. As the automobile men cry, 
“Ask the man: who has one.” “You see them wher- 
ever you go, and they go wherever you see them.” 
Agrippa gives Paul his “character.” I wonder if you 
got that fine extract from Abraham Lincoln. He 
knew where to appeal. 


Lesson 10—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck (Acts 
27: 1-44). A man does not have to be an expert in 
a business to be able to direct that business. Tech- 
nical knowledge can be hired, for a consideration, but 
good common sense comes by pains and faith and tact 
—or reverse it if you like. No matter how the wind 
may blow good common sense never forgets God and 
grace goes before meat. To put cheer into any situa- 
tion give it a good dose of religion. The cheerless 
homes are the godless homes, both rich and poor. To 
be sure of making port for any enterprise, commercial, 
social, political, yes, and religious, be sure to have a 
“Paul” on board. 


Lesson 11.—Paul in Melita and Rome (Acts 28: 1- 
31). For many things we can take off our hats to 
the pure ‘unalloyed barbarians. They have generally 
been good to the white man who discovered them. 
Their worst vices, in many cases can be laid at the 
door of the so-called “Christians.” . The American 
Indian never knew “fire water” until it was introduced 
to him by “Christians.” Reformers are always “spoken 
against.” Name some, if you can, who have not been. 
The human race has much inertia and must be blasted 
and quarried very often. Did you notice what Paul 
preached at Rome? He lived up to his contract. Some 
ministers we all know would be written down “yellow” 
in the business world for breach of contract. 


Lesson 12,—Paul’s Summary of His Life (2 Tim. 
3:10, 11; 4:6-18). Whatis completeness? A complete 
home? A complete man? There is always something lack- 
ing in the best of us. But the “man of God” is com- 
plete in Christ Jesus. There is a time for everything 
under the sun, and so there is a time to be funny, but 
it is never when about serious business. There is a 
time to tell stories, and happy is the man who knows 
when and how. So here endeth the nineteenth year 
of the Corner.— The same to you! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


This. was a 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charlies Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College © 








Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teaching. 








Bg lessons of the Quarter present Paul meeting 
the culture of Athens, the sin of Corinth, the 
heathendom and the Christian devotion of Ephesus, 
the Jewish fanaticism of Jerusalenf, and finally the 
legal justice of Rome. Following his Jerusalem ar- 
rest comes that series of wonderful addresses of per- 
sonal defense to the people before the Jewish council, 
before Felix, arid before Agrippa in which the apostle 
is twice able to testify to the marvelous circumstances 
of his conversion. The appeal unto Caesar, which is 
a right of. his Roman citizenship, sends him to Rome 
through the providential trials and testimony of a ship- 
wreck voyage, and after God’s es are served 
in his testimony to Jew and Gentile there, we are able 
to “listen in” on his note of triumph when the time 
of his departure is at hand. We go aside-a bit from 
the narrative to get the message of the first letter to 
the Corinthians and we borrow a fragment of the 
letter to the Ephesians for the annual temperance” les- 
son; but for the most ang we travel with Paul from 
Athens through Jerusalem to Rome. We sometimes 
think of our modern world as compounded of the 
contributions which these three centers have given to 
us; but apart from the message which “this babbler” 
brought to them all, our modern world would be poor 
indeed, and its glory no more abiding than “the glory 
which was Greece, and the grandeur which was Rome.” 
Let us turn to the Golden Text of our Review and 
take it into our-own hearts as a heart message to trans- 
mit to our pupils of whatever age. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 





























Lesson for December 27 
Review: From Athens to Rome 


The Illustration Round-Table | 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; ame dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
‘But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list. of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected, by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations ,on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
‘some on the Golden Text are also ¥ 


Not a Religion of Climate.—Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? (v. 
35.) 1 was wasting my time the other 
day over a little fiction. One writer 
said Buddhism was a hundred times bet- 
ter than Christianity, but, the author 
added, “it needs a mild climate.” A mild 
climate! A _ religion dependent on the 
barometer! The missionary has planted 
Christianity in the “mild climate” of Af- 
rica! He is selling Bibles in the coldest 
city in Siberia. The kingdom of God can 
flourish anywhere because it is planted 
in the human heart.—From the Rev. W. 
L. Watkinson. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
London, Eng. 


Using the Life Belt.—Being therefore 
justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Golden Text). One day this summer I 
was going out to a steamer with a friend, 
but when near the steamer our boat up- 
set. The river was very deep and very 
swift, but I had taken two life belts. I 
put one on, but my friend, who was a 
good swimmer, put his down beside him. 
When we were thrown out into the water, 
my life belt soon brought me to the sur- 
face, but my dear friend never came up 
again. Can we learn a lesson from this? 
The blood ‘of Jesus is like the life belt, 
and faith in him is putting it on. Know- 
ing about Jesus, but not believing him, 
is the life belt at our side that does not 
save. The apostle Paul said: “Put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ."-—From China’s 
Millions. Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, 
Can. Prise illustration. 


What Must We Believe ?—Being there- 
fore justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Golden Text). One half the things a 
man is expected to believe in order to 
reach Heaven have no more to do with 
his salvation than the question, How many 
volcanoes are there im the moon? or, 
How far apart from each other are the 
rings of Saturn? I beljeve ten thousand 
things, but none of them has anything to 
do with my salvation, except these two — 
that I am a sinner, and that Christ came 
to save me. Musicians tell us that the 
octave consists of only five tones and two 
semi-tones, and all the Handels and 
Haydns and Mozarts and Wagners and 
Schumanns of all ages must do their 
work within those five tones and two 
semi-tones. So I have to tell you that 
all the theology that will be of practical 
use in our world is made out of the facts 
of human sinfulness and divine atone- 
ment. Within that octave swing the 
Christmas chant above Bethlehem, and 
the Hallelujah of all the choirs that sing 
his praises in Heaven—From the Trav- 
eler’'s Guide from Death to Life. Sent 
by Wassif Abd-el-Malik, Samalout, 
Egypt. 


Mere Faith Not Enough.—Justified by 
faith (Golden Text). A man after doc- 
toring a sick friend went to him in the 
morning and said, “I see that the medi- 
cine has done you good!” “Yes,” said the 
friend; “you see I had great faith in the 
medicine.” “You might have had faith 
in it, but if I had given you the wrong 
medicine it would have done you harm, 
not good,” said the man. Only if faith 
has the right object does it avail.—Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


More than Forgiveness.—Being there- 
fore’ justified (Golden Text). Justifica- 
tion is a legal term and belongs to the 
tribunal. It is not a question of human 
pardon here raised but a question of jus- 
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criminal but that is not justification. Some 
years ago Dreyfus, a Jew, was charged 
with divulging the secrets of the French 
government to the German government. 
The charge was -serious if sustained. 
Dreyfus was charged guilty and in a pub- 
lic park of Paris suffered the humiliation 
of being stripped of military significance 
and rank. His sword was broken and 
thrown at his feet and the Jew was sent 
to Black Devil’s Island. Here he suffered 
disease worse than death. Calamity fell 
upon those who causéd his condemnation, 
and one day he was offered a pardon 
which he refused to accept. Said he to 
the pleading of wife, sons and friends, “I 
will die here, I will rot here, but I will 
not take a pardon. I am not guilty and 
nothing less than my complete justifica- 
tion will I receive.” Some years later, 
through the influence of Zola, the case 
was reopened. The Jew was found not 
guilty, and upon credentials of justifica- 
tion he stepped from the prison justified. 
No charge against him and*no law to 
claim him.—From the Pilgrim. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The “Good Works’ Deception.—We 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Golden Text). A man 
dreamed that he constructed a ladder 
from earth toward heaven, and when he 
did a good deed his ladder went up two 
feet; when he did an unusually good deed 
his ladder went still higher. When he 
gave large sums of money to the poor it 
went still higher. After a while it went 
out of sight, and as the years rolled on 
he expected at his death to step off that 
ladder into Heaven, but in his dream he 
heard a voice thunder from Heaven: “He 
that climbeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber.’ Down came 
the man, ladder and all, and he awoke. 
He realized then his mistake, and sought 
salvation in the only way.—From the 
Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, El- 
land, Yorks, Eng. 


Real Forgiveness.—We have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Golden Text). A little fellow who had 
displeased his sister came to her and asked 
her pardon, but he was not quite satis- 
fied with her forgiveness when he got it. 
“Really and truly, do you forgive me?” 
he asked anxiously, looking very earnestly 
into her still grave face. “Yes, yes,” she 
answered a little sharply; ‘didn’t I tell 
you that I forgave you? Why do you 


think I do not mean what I say?” 
“°Cause,” he answered sobbing, “’cause 
you ain’t smiling!” One cannot help feel- 
ing how kind the face of Jesus was and 
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how tender his tone, as he said, “Thy sins 


be forgiven thee.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that we have been able in 
these last months to follow in the footsteps 
of the great apostle, as he journeyed from 
place to place, and bore his testimony to thy- 
self. We thank thee for his courage, his 
faith, his incessant labors for thee, and we 
thank thee that out of his prison days have 
come songs of joy, and blessing, and encour- 
agement to us. Give us, we pray thee, that 
peace which passeth understanding, which he 
had as he journeyed. May our faith be deep: | 
ened by these studies, our hearts strength- 
ened for the tasks that await us; and to-day, 
as we look back over the lessons of the Quar- 
ter, may we remember thy great goodness to 
thy servants, and rest in quiet trust for thy 
guidance and strength in our own lives. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amien. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—One 
of the greatest episodes in the New Tes- 
tament is Paul’s voyage to Rome. It 
would be well if every teacher and pupil 
in the departments of the school where 
these lessons have been studied could re- 
view that portion of the study particu- 
larly, although other parts, of course, 
ought not to be neglected.. The story of 
Paul’s voyage to Rome, however, is so 
rich in its teachings, and so wonderful 
as an example of God’s guidance and 
care that a very close study of it is ex- 
tremely rewarding. It is suggested that 
all of those who have had the privilege 
of studying or teaching the lessons of 
the Quarter, from lesson ten through to 
the end, should make a map of. Paul’s 
voyage to Rome, and write a brief ac- 
count — say in not more than eight hun- 
dred words—of the voyage itself, in- 
cluding Paul’s arrival in Rome. In Ar- 
nold’s “Chart of Paul’s Journeyings” 
(published by The Sunday School Times 
Company, at 25 cents) are clear and uce- 
ful maps of all Paul’s journeys, in- 
cluding the one to Rome. . 

A small committee of teachers might 
be appointed to examine the papers, to 
grade them, and to report on the grade, 
and then a Bible might be given to each 
of the pupils who stand first, second, and 
third in the marking. The report should 
be made on the Sunday after Review Sun- 
day so that the interest will be kept 
alive. 

For the Review Sunday itself the fol- 
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lowing questions are suggested to be dic- 
tated from the desk, and answered in 
writing by the members of the school. 


Questions for a Written Review 


1. At what place in Athens did Paul 
preach? 


2. When Paul was in Corinth, what 
message from the Lord came to him? 


3. In what Epistle and chapter does 
Paul write especially of love? 


4. Describe Paul’s experience in Ephe- 
sus with the idol-makers. 


5. Please tell, in a few words, just 
what you think ought to be done about 
the present prohibition laws, and why. 

6. For what was Paul arrested in Je- 
rusalem? 


7. Tell in a few words what you re- 
member about the incident of Paul before 
Felix. 

8. When Paul made his voyage to 
Rome, from what port did he sail, at 
what place was he shipwrecked, and at 
what port did he arrive in Jtaly on his 
way to Rome? 


9. How long did Paul live in his own 
hired house in Rome, and how did he 
occupy his time as a prisoner? 

10, From your study of the apostle 
Paul, what is it about him that you like 
best ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

w 


Lesson Hymns ‘and Psalms 


“Tell me the story.” 

“Count your blessings.” 

“Since Jesus came into my heart.” 
“The end of the road.” 

“Face to face.” 

“Ts it the crowning day?” 

“One day.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs’ in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“The Brightness of Thy Face” (143 : 1-3). 


Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“Praise His Matchless Worth” (144: 1-3). 


Psalm 68 : 1-6. 
“The Lord Unto His Christ” (222 : 1-3). 

Psalm 110 : 1-7. 
“A Glorious Banner” (125 : 1-3). Psalm 60 : 3-5. 
“His Altar-fires” (43:1, 3). Psalm 22 : 27-31. 


w 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, did you ever think of 

yourself as a leticer? It is Paul’s 
idea, and it is very illuminating. He told 
the Corinthians they were God's letter. 
“For all can see that you are a letter of 
Christ . . . written not with ink, but with 
the Spirit of the ever-living God — and 
net on tablets of stone, but on human 


hearts as tablets (2 Cor. 3:3, Wey- 


mouth). 

So are you God’s letter. It is a sad 
thing for a love letter to go astray —a 
message Of love never delivered. Two 
are cheated —the lover and the one be- 
loved. But the situation grows even more 
tragic when the undelivered letter itself 
becomes a person and that person is you. 
This adds a third to the list of casualties. 
And this third is the saddest case of all. 
The lover may send another letter, and 
the beloved may yet receive the message 
by other means, but the letter that fails 
loses its one and only opportunity. “All 
the world loves a lover’ —so goes the 
proverb. Jesus Christ is the greatest 
Lover in all the world. If the world only 
knew him the world would love him. 
The Lover wants to write his message 
of love to the world on the fleshy tablet 
of your heart. This is the only way. he 
has to make the world know him. 
forbid that his message through you 
should go astray. God he!p you, fellows, 
that your life may ring true. 

Now, since Paul gave us this thought, 
let’s review the incidents of his life as 
shown in the lessons from “Athens to 
Rome” and see how well he acted the 
part of God’s love letter. 

1. The Athenians did not know Jesus. 
This human love letter introduced them 
to him with consummate skill (Acts 17: 
22-31). 
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2. In Corinth he reasoned with them! 
patiently and threatened them only when 
they blasphemed (Acts 18: 6-8). 

3. To these Corinthians he wrote the 
most beautiful love letter in all literature 
—a classic of all time (1 Cor. 13). 


4. In Ephesus he. introduced them to 
the Holy Spirit and’ he healed many of 
their diseases (Acts 19:,6-12). 


5. To the Ephesians he wrote telling 
them how to fight the good fight of faith, 
how to put on the armor of Christ and 
to use, the Word (Eph. 6: 10-20). 

6. At Miletus he showed them how to 
face even death without flinching and to 
deliberately to it, for Christ’s sake 
(Acts 20: 24). 

7. At Jerusalem he faced his tormentors 
with a courageous appeal for Christ’s 
claims to be heard (Acts 22: 1-21). 

8. Before Felix, he defended himself 
without bitterness from the malicious at- 
tacks of his persecuters and continued to 
tell his message (Acts 24: 10-21). 

9. To King Agrippa he presented his 
Lord in the most appealing manner and 
Agrippa was almost persuaded (Acts 26: 
19-29). 

10. In shipwreck and storm he was as 
steady as Gibraltar and?used the cir- 
cumstance to tell of the power and love 
of his Saviour (Acts 27 : 22-35). 

ir. And at last in Rome and to the 
last, he told the story of the cross. 

The yielded‘ife beginning with a “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” makes a 
great love letter from 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


NSTEAD of a review of the Quarter’s 

lessons, give the children a brief out- 
line of the life of Paul. Begin with the 
cruel persecution of all who believed in 
the Lord Jesus: his consent to the death 
of Ste e his going to Damascus to 
bind all who believed on the name of 
Jesus, when the raging persecutor was 
changed into a humble, devoted follower 
of the One he once hated. 

Then tell of the call of Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and review the first missionary 
journey, retracing it on the map. Per- 
haps the children will recall* some inci- 
dents of this journey and the return to 
Antioch. 

Briefly mention the council at Jerusalem, 
the gathering at Antioch, and the begin- 
ning of the second journey with Silas 
instead of Barnabas. Point out the course 
of this journey. Tell about the finding 
of Timothy. Talk about the call into 
Macedonia, the prayer-meeting by the 
riverside, helping the little slave girl, the 
prison experience followed by the con- 
version of the jailer, Then follow the 
little missionary down through Thessa- 
lonica, Berea, and Athens, on to Corinth, 
driven by persecution and telling the Good 
News as he went. Refer to his ministry 
at Corinth, making tents with Aquila and 
Priscilla, and telling the citizens of this 
sinful city about Jesus. 

On the return trip he stopped at Ephe- 
sus and promised to return after he had 
visited Jerusalem. Now go with him on 
his third and last missionary journey, 
abiding for a long while at Ephesus. Then 
after the riot of the silversmiths, follow 
him into Macedonia and to the churches 
of Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, and Cor- 
inth, and thence up into Illyrium. Retrace 
his return to Jerusalem, against the ad- 
vice of friends, to minister to his people. 
Briefly recall his arrest, his long impris- 
onment at’ Cesarea, his faithful testimony 
before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, his 
appeal to Caesar, and his journey to 
Rome. Here he spent two years, still tell- 
ing the Good News and writing letters 
to his friends. 

Here the story ends, but from 2 Tim- 
othy another imprisonment seems to be 
indicated, so it is believed he_may have 
been set free and made prisoner a second 
time. 

Now we have come to the end of our 
studies in the life of Paul. We have 
taken many a journey with him. We 
have listened as he has cal'ed men to re- 
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pent and be saved and we —_ heard him 
patiently. teaching those who had just 
turned from idols to serve the living and 
true God. Sometimes we have seen him 
quiet and safe among loving friends; 
again we have seen him. a ig We hang 
to ci , to: escape mo e have 
seen him Stoned dnd beatin and impris- 
oned. We have seen him in shipwreck 


and on.the-weary march. 


- Now we-see him.near thevend of his 
journey, ready to lay down his life for 
the Name he loved, looking eagerly into 
the other life where he could see the 
“crown of - life” which was laid up for 
him by the Lord he served. 

Let the class ‘select a song about. the 
heavenly Home, or the end of the jour- 
ney. 

Curnton, S. C. 


we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Paul: 1. The Persecutor, 2, the Preacher, 
3. the Prisoner, 











E HAVE come to our last study 
in the life of Paul, and though the 
Review is stated as “From Athens to 
Rome,” we shall do well to look back 
over his whole life with our girls, more 





briefly in the first part and more fully 
in the last. 

1. Find out what your girls really think 
of Paul’s early years, when he was the 
chief persecutor of the new church — 
not what he did then so much as what 
traits of character they discovered in him 
in those years. Did he not show the same 
high intelligence, thoroughness, persist- 
ence, courage, single-heartedness, in his 
utter devotion to his single aim that he 
afterward showed in his preaching for 
this same Christ whom he first perse- 


cuted? -Ask for s ic instances during 
_ years that illustrate these traits of 
aul’s, : 


2. Can they tell you what. wonderful 
occurrence marked the dividing line be- 
tween Paul the persecutor of Christ and 
Paul ‘the preacher of that same Jesus? 
Note how clear-cut and complete that 
line is—no shading gradually from one 
to the other, no hesitancy in decision, no 
looking back after the decision was made. 
Was not this, too, in-line with that same 
decisiveness of character we see Paul 
showing in all ‘things? And what a 
preacher of Christ he did make! Can 
your girls not now name the places where 
he preached that Name, and at least some 
of his converts? Can they name the 
races and nations he reached with the 
Gospel? And can they give, in words of 
Hore own, the chief burden of his preach- 
ing 

Look back at that list of Paul’s early 
characteristics —can they trace any of 








The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith .7,, Little See Telling Bible Stories” 








REVIEW: From Athens 7o 





* AcTS 19.28. 


es @ 


~ AA 


— 


EPH. 6510, 4. 


Acts 20:29 


et 


i. 
* 





Frome. 





AcTs 21:27. 


3 
Nee as 


Acrs 24:)0-16- 


fil 


i ~ Acts 26730-32. 





Acrs rs: 
ag iz y- 


BRE RH 


ACTs 28.5¢6. 








- 
SOLS ry 


a eh: eee 8 


DECEMBER 12, 1925 


them in his character as a preacher? Was 
he not the same man though, as he himself 
said, “a’ new creature in Christ Jesus”? 
He had not been made ‘like Peter or John 
by accepting ‘their Saviour. To hith to 
live now was indeed Christ, but it’ was 


noné the less Paul who was _ so living. 


You will help your ‘young girls miich if 
you can lelp them to see this truth about 
a~ whole-hearted acceptance of Christ 
in their lives. 


3. But there is another phase ofthis 
life to look at in this Review— Paul as 
a prisoner for Jesus Christ.. Never: once 
in his many allusions to his several} im- 
prisonments does Paul call himself! the 
prisoner of the Jews or of Rome,’ but 
always as “Paul the reg of jiesus 
Christ” (Eph, 3:1). Again the single- 
hearted devotion to his one aim in‘ life, 
finding joy even in suffering persecution 
for the very Name he had once himself 
-suagpeert Can your girls name the 
paces and time of Paul’s imprisonments ? 

an they tell the causes of them all — the 
same in-every case? Can they tell how 
he turned those imprisonments to account 
for his Lord? Take a last glimpse of 
him -in that last letter to Timothy — do 
you find the same dauntless spirit then as 
in that first missionary journey? ‘What 
growth in Christian graces can your girls 
see in Paul in that letter? 


Home Study 
Can you set down in writing the events. 
and circumstances of Paul’s. whole life 
that you can see were really in prep- 
aration for his life as preacher and 
prisoner of Christ Jesus? 


Decatur, Ga. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
~ (On the Lesson of December 20) 


1. At the last moment, when it was almost 
dangerous for Mary to travel, God made the 
ruler of the world issue the decree that took 
her there, that a prophecy might be fulfilled 
(comp. Luke 2:1-7). No prophecy has ever 
failed. : 

2. Perhaps they understood Numbers 24 : 17, 
and other prophecies 


3. Those men were “from the east” (Matt. 
2:1) and saw that star while they were “in 
the east” (1:2, 9) and so, since they trav- 
eled westward, it must have shone in the 
western heavens to guide them from “the 
east” to Bethlehem. 


4. Herod was such a monster of cruelty 
ons the city would naturally be disturbed if 
the people’ knew their wicked ruler was 
wrought up. 


s. Herod had murder in his heart, the wise 
men worship, both in relation to "the same 
person. ~- 

6. He would have every reason to assume 
they had been divinely guided, therefore he 
would at least be risking a fight against ‘God. 


7. His inquiry of the Jews shows that he 
recognized who it-was he was intending to 
murder. 


8. Their previous knowledge of his coming 
did not prepare them for the advent of the 
King. Does our knowledge cf his second 
coming prepare us to be ready when he 
comes again? 


9. Not until you reach verse 16, when their 
exact answer is indirectly quoted. 


10. Herod was an idumean usurper. Rome 
had made him “King of Judea.” Christ’s 
birth in his reign seems to be a fulfilment 
of Genesis 49 : 10. 


11. “And they came into the house and saw 
the young child and Mary his mothér” (Matt. 
2:11). Mangers were not in houses, in 
Bethlehem. 


12, They “saw. the young child with Mary 
his mother; and they fell down and worship- 
ped him” . “and offered unto him gifts” 
—no mention of adoration for the mother 
even when the baby was (most probably) in 
her arms, 


13. There had been time for Joseph to re- 
move his wife and her child from that stable 
where they had taken refuge the night he 
was born, The same night Joseph was -bid- 
den to flee into Egypt, and he certainly 
did not return to Bethlehem when. he re- 
turned to the land of Israel, so the presenta- 
tion in the temple—at ‘six weeks — must 
have already occurred, as the inference is 
very strong, in Luke’s second chapter, that 
they went up from Bethlehem to Jerusalem 
for this event, going some time after that to 
their own city Nazareth. So the child must 
have been at least six weeks old when the 
wise ‘then came. But he could not have been 
over two years old, according to the time of 
the shining of his star, as the wise mien told 
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Lesson for December 27 
Review: From Athens tc Rome 


Herod (see Matt. 2:7 with 16). The unan- 
swered question is, Did the star begin its 
shining on the night of his birth, or before, 
perhaps in order to guide those worshipers 
to him while he was in Bethlehem? 

wu. There are four such incidents, not count- 
ing the shining of the star, all four being 
sent through dreams. 





3s. It is evident that” all other prophecy 
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shall be just as actually and literally ful- 
filed. 


16. Herod’s fear of the loss of his material 
throne (Matt. 2: 3). 


17. The fear of the loss of selfish gratifica- 
tion (Mark 8 ; 36). 


18 Worship and homage. 
tg. The gift of ourselves. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


December 27. 
Golden Text.—For neither doth the Father judge any man, but he hath given all 
judgment unto the Son; and he gave him authority to execute judgment, because 

| he is a son of man,—John § : 22, 27 


Lesson 39. 


Review. Revelation I 














How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dalias, Texas 


HE first chapter of the Book of 
: Revelation is especially important 
since it serves as an introduction to the 
and in many ways the most important 
book of the Bible, and since it presents 
a marvelous word-picture of Christ as 
he now is in glory. In this chapter, like- 
wise, the threefold outline of the Revela- 
tion is given (1:19). 

1. As indicated in the first verse, this 
book constitutes a revelation of Jesus 
Christ which God gave unto him, and 
John is the servant to whom this revelation 
was committed for transmission to all 
other servants of God. The whole mes- 

is declared to be a prophecy; but -it 
is important to recognize that the closing 
book of the Bible is the consummation 
of all prophecy in the whole Bible. Like 
great.trunk lines, all the themes of proph- 
ecy run through the Scriptures and termi- 
nate in this wonderful. book. Because 
of this, no prophecy can be understood 
apart from this book, and the book itself 
cannot be understood apart from the 
whole course of prophecy. 

_ In the first chapter, Christ is set forth 

im his threefold character of Prophet, 
= that was; Priest, he that is; and King, 
he that is to come. As Prophet, he is 
the faithful witness; as Priest, he hath 
washed us from our sins; and as King, 
he is the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
and he it is who hath made us to be kings 
and priests unto God. 

2. As a persecution because of his faith- 
ful witness to Christ, John was banished 
to the isle called Patniés, and while there, 
being in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, 
he was caused to see not only the glorified 
Christ, but also those things which shall 
be after the present age has run its 
course. This vision granted to John is 
by him transmitted to us that we may 
know what we shall see and experience 
~when allt these things come to pass. 

The various features indicated in the 
description of the glorified Christ are all 
of great significance. The long garments 
suggest his priestly office (Lev. 6:10; 8: 
$22: the golden girdle, his righteousness 

$a. 11:5); the white hair, his eternity 
(Dan. 7:9); the eyes of fire, his omnis- 
cience (Heb. 4:13); his feet of molten 
brass, his judgments (Isa. 60:13; 1 Cor. 
15: 25) ; his voice like many waters, his 
omnipotence (John 5:25; Psa. 29:4); 
the. stars in his hand, his care for his own 
witnesses; the sharp “ae 0 sword, 
the Word of God (Eph. 6:17); and his 
shining countenance, the glory of God on 
the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). 

Because of this vision, even John, who 
had unbroken fellowship with Christ here 
on earth, Pr - =. dead. Syn is & 
Present glory 0 rist, and such is the 
vision of him which every child of God 
shall soon behold. 


Review Questions 
1. Why especially should every Chris- 


dus understand the way of salvation? 

2. If salvation is of God, what part 
does man have in it? 

3. Name the great works of God which 
are included in salvation. 


4. Give the three tenses of salvation. 








é Upon what one thing, on the human 
side, does salvation depend? 

6. Do Christians sin? 

7. From what source do they sin? 

8. Name the various theories as to the 
cure of sin in a Christian, 

9. What superhuman conditions con- 
front the child of God? 

10. How is victory gained? 

11. Name and describe two meanings 
of the word “church.” 

12. Which is given the more important 
place in the Scriptures? 

13. Give proof that the church did not 
exist before Pentecost. 

14. Name the three main divisions of 
the human family. 

15. What is real church- membership? 

16. From what sources is the church 
being formed? 

17. What is the divine purpose in this 
age? 

18. Name three ways a Christian may 
advance the preaching of the Gospel. 

19. How is the church typified in the 
Old Testament? 

20, Name the characteristics of the love 
of God. 

21. How is God’s love manifest in the 
believer ? 

22. To what degree has God made 
prayer important? 

23. What is the ground of prayer un- 
der grace? 

24. What divine conditions limit the 
scope of prayer under grace? 

25. Name two forms of service. 

26. What is a gift and by what power 
is it exercised? 

27. How are gifts realized? 

28. Name two important features of 
the Christian’s thanksgiving. 

29. State how it is that the believer will 
never come into judgment and yet will 
be judged before the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

30. Will a Christian whose service is 
burned at the judgment seat of Christ 
enter Heaven? 

31. In what sense did Paul fear lest 
he might be disapproved? _ 

32. State the relation between the doc- 
trine of rewards and the doctrine of sal- 
vation by grace. 

_ 33. Name the seven judgments men- 
tioned in the Bible. 

34. What will be the issue of the judg- 
ment of the nations? 

35. What judgment immediately pre- 
cedes the judgment of the nations? 

36. What peculiar position will Israel 
occupy at the end of the tribulation? 


37. Describe the two resurrections and 


state the time between them. 


38. What is the basis of judgment at 
the great white throne? 


39. Define works under grace that are 


acceptable to God and those to be rejected. 
40. Indicate the words used 


unsaved dead. 


41. Who are the important witnesses 


as to the glory of Heaven? 


42: Name the various individuals’ and 


groups that will inhabit Heaven. 





813 





There is Enjoyment 
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and the Mediterranean 
by S.S. “CALIFORNIA” 


of the Cunard and Anchor Lines 


‘—a superb new sister to the Tuscania, 
equipped with many novel features. 


This is our fifth consecutive Summer 
Cruise—now an annual travel event 
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in the 
Scriptures to represent the estate of the 





43. Name the important features of 
Heaven. 


44. On what condition may a sinner 
enter Heaven? 


Dattas, TEx. 





Reading Suggestions 

Mr. Chafer’s Bible Studies in_ book 
form will be found extremely valuable 
for supplemental work on the vital doc- 
trines that have been taken up during the 
last nine months. Their titles and prices 
are as follows: 

Satan. $1. 

Salvation. $1. 

He That Is Spiritual. $1. 

True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by 
Prayer. $1. 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy. $1. 

Seven Biblical Signs of the Times. 20 cents. 

Grace. $1.50. 


It is also expected that the present 
series of articles on the fundamentals by 
Mr. Chafer will be published in book 
form, amplified and enlarged by many 
additional chapters on further doctrines 


not taken up in the present course. This 


book will probably be ready in. the sum- 
mer or fall of 1926; when full announce- 
ment will be made in these columns, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tariton 


N THE Review of the thirteen lessons 

there is not enough time with the 
class to review each lesson. The most 
helpful review is the Bible memory verses. 
Such, verses have been chosen as will call 
to mind the lesson stories. 

At this time the memory verses for 
the entire year should be reviewed. The 
Primary sisperintendent can stimulate the 
work by having an Honor Roll. Chart 
on the wall. Recognize those who can 
give the year’s work with gold seals and 


| use the colored seals for the Quarterly 


memory verses. 

1. Luke 5: 24a. Boys and girls are born 
in sin and doomed to die guilty. But 
Jesus died in the sinner’s place. When 
we accept him, he takes our guilt and 
pays the penalty. 

2. Romans 6:23. As ‘sinners we are 
servants of Satan to do his will. When 


we accept Jesus we become his servants 
and his power leads us to do God's serv- 
ice. 

3. Ephesians 1:22. Jesus is the great 
head of the Church. When we accept 
him, the Bible tells us to confess him | 





2? “thought 


A Postcard marie ihe 


Torrey’s Famous Vest-PocketT Hee 


GIST OF LESSONS 2926 FREE 


y= DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 120r 
more Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
on gee ond we will send you an introduc- 
tory cop orrey’s Gist of the ero wd pom 
Lessons 1026. A Absolutely Sree and postpaid, 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 








before men by uniting with the church 
and being baptized. 

4. Acts 2:47b. Jesus started a church 
so that the men and women and boys and 
girls he had saved could meet together 
to pray, teach, and preach his Word, tell 
the Gospel story and win others. 

5. 1 Corinthians 13:13. God showed 
us the greatest love ever known, by giv- 
ing his beloved Son to die for our sins. 
We show our loveto him by giving our¢ 
selves. 

6. John 15:7. Prayer is talking to 
Jesus and listening as Jesus talks to us. 
Our Bibles tell us when to pray, how to 
pray, and what to pray for. 

7. 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18, Paul’s let- 
ters teach us what real service means. 
He gave himself to God to do his will 
and forget himself in serving others. 


8. Philippians 4:6. Have you thanked 
Jesus to-day for home, food, school, cloth- 
ing, good health, church, Sunday-school, 
and teacher? Have you thanked him for 
the Bible which tells us of ovr Saviour? 


9. 1 Corinthians 3:11. Those who ac- 
cept Jesus are not to be judged for their 
sins. But they shall be judged for their 
works, and every one shall be rewarded 
according to his works. 

10. Matthew 25:31. When Jesus 
comes again to this earth in power and 
glory he shall judge the living nations. 

11. Revelation 20:12. All who die 
without accepting Jesus shall be judged 
by God before the great white throne, 
and cast into the lake of fire. 


12. Revelation 21:2. Our earthly 


| homes are very sweet and we love them. 


But our heavenly Home, where Jesus is 
waiting for us, is sweeter: and far more 
beautiful, and there we shall be perfect 
even as he is perfect. 

13. Revelation 1:3. “Blessed is he 
that readeth.” And blessed is the boy 
or girl who will memorize God’s holy 
Word, hide it in his heart and tell it 
to others. Notice three special words in 
this memory verse: read, hear, keep. 


_ Memory Verse 
Revelation 1: 3. 
Fort WortH, TEx. 
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BOOK SUGGESTIONS 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
—AND THE NEW YEAR 


There are few things so lasting in their 
impression and so permanent in their help- 
fulness as good books. The Sunday 
School Times offers the following publica- 
tions that should be particularly interesting 
at this time both as gifts to friends and 


for your own use. 


To Read the Bible— 
and Understand 

The little booklet, “Once a Year,” by 
J. H. Smeeton (20 cents, $2 a dozen), 
giving a logical heading for each day’s 
reading’ and carrying one through the 
Bible in exactly a year, will provide a 
good working basis. To get a clear view 
of each Bible book as a whole, with no- 
tation of most precious ssages, you 
should commence each new k with the 
corresponding chapter in “Your Study 
Bible,” by J. W. Weddell ($1.25), with 
its clear analytical outlines. For topical 
study a good book is “Outline Bible 
Studies” ($2), by the Rev. H. W. Frost 
of the China Inland Mission, an illumin- 
ating series of outlines on more than 300 
topics as gleaned through a lifetime of 
studies for the meeting of personal needs. 
Two small but enlightening booklets are 
“Vital Teachings of God’s Word” (20 
cents) and “Principles of eae rad retation”’ 
(30 cents), both by James H. Todd, also 
of the China Inland Mission, 


Stirring Missionary Adventure 

Miss F. S. H. Young’s 
‘Pearls from the Pacific” 
($2), Son ceifulty illustrated and giving 
the thrilling account of God’s work in 
the far away Solomon Islands in associa- 
tion with Dr. Northcote Deck, Dr. Deck’s 
own deeply devotional studies in “Mount- 
ing Up with Wings” ($1.25) will be 
found stimulating and challenging, as wil 
Dr. C. E. Scott’s vivid narratives in ““An- 
swered Prayer in China” ($1.50), and 
Gordon Watt's “The Cross in Faith and 
Conduct” ($1). 


Of Special Interest 
to Parents and Teachers 

Every parent will profit by a reading 
of Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s classic “Hints 
on Child Training” ($1.50), written over 
thirty years ago and now reprinted to 
satisfy the real need that many feel for 
it. Mr. Howard’s “Father and Son” 
($1) has helped many a father, and is 
present to a husband. 
“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools” (75 
cents), by the same author, should be in 
the hands of young teachers, while more 
mature teachers and superintendents -will 
be repaid many times over by the reading 
of Mr. Entzminger’s new book, “The 
Sunday School Transformed” ($1.50), 
telling how to get bigger Sunday-schools 
and how to make their work more ef- 
fective. 


For the Young People 

there are good books aplenty. Wade 
Smith ‘has a new series of talks for the 
boys, “On the Mark’? ($1.25), while his 
“Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” (90 
cents) remains popular with the kiddies. 
Girls and young women will read with 
profit Mabel Hale’s “Beautiful Girl- 
hood” ($1), a book of appealing charm 
and tenderness. “China Chats” 
compiled by F. F. Helmer, is a brand- 
new, illustrated missionary volume, a 
series of absorbing talks with children 
about old China’s young folks. Other 
missionary books that the young people 
will like are contained in the “Christian 
Hero Series,” giving the lives’ of John 
Wesley, John G. Paton, Martin Luther, 
James Hudson. Taylor and David Liv- 
ingstone (5 volumes, 75 cents each). 


A book for every member of the family 
—the gift most appreciated 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, . Philadelphia 
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| Children at Home | 





~ No-’Count Tommy 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


es NOT a no-'count good-for-nothin’ ! 
I'm not, An’ I’m goin’ to tell Momsie 
on you, too!” stormed ‘Lommy Dill. He 
was angry, so angry that if he hadn't 
been a big boy, “five, going on six,” as 





like as not he would have cried. 

Momsie Dill was over at Stump Road, 
and Old Sis White was taking care of | 
Tommy and Willa May until she came | 
back. | 

It was hot in Cats’ Alley, baby was 
fretful, the stove wouldn't act right, and 
besides, Old Sis White had burned her 
hand. Perhaps it was all this that made 
her so cross, 

Now, as she bent over the fire, her) 
black face grew blacker, and Tommy | 
wished he hadn't talked to her as he had. | 

“Don’ yo’ con’dic’ me,” she spluttered. | 
“Yo’. sho’ is da mos’ no-’count, -for- | 
nothin’ chile I ebber did see, an’ ef I 
years one mo’ soun’ out er yo’, yo’s agwine | 
straight out in da yard.” 

Tommy didn’t watt to go out into the | 
yard;~-neither did he want Sis White to’ 


through the village, that by the time the 
men reached Tommy’s house a big crowd 
of women and children were already there 
with pails of water ready for use. 

Long before this Olid Sis White had 
been wakened by the noise, and with Willa 
May in her arms had rushed out of: the 


| — filled house, almost too scared to 


Quickly the men got ladders in place, 
and soon, with the help of the Bucket 
Brigade, ‘they put out the fire. -Nobod 
was hurt, and only the roof was orkid. 

When it was, all over, folks began to 
ask who had discovered the fire and given 
the alarm. Then Miss Lander explained 


wong Tommy Dill had come over and told| O 


“Where i is he?” they cried. 
“Over yondér at the 
House!” shouted the children. 

With that they all made a rush toward 
him, but it was Old Sis White who 
reached him first. Tears were streaming 
down her wrinkled cheeks as she picked 
| him up and held him close. And Tommy 
hardly heard the cheers they were giving 
him; scarcely noticed the two shining 
silver dollars ‘Superintendent Keaton slip- 
ped into his hand. He heard and saw 
only Sis White, who, smiling down into 
| his face just the way she had always 
| smiled at him before to-day, was saying: 

“An’ ter tink ez how I lowed yo’ wuz 
no-’count good-for-nuthin’! Oh, me! Oh, 


Community 


keep on thinking he was a no-’count good- me!” 


for-nothing, so. he looked around to see | 
if he could do something to help. Baby 
Willa May lay on the bed crying. He 
went over to her. 

“Thar, show, honey,” he coaxed, “hush 
yo’ cryin’, an’ go to sleep.” 


Blink, bl- ink, bl-in-k, went baby’s pretty | a 


blue eyes, and soon off into dreamland | 
she had sailed. Tommy tiptoed into the | 
kitchen. Creak, creakety, creak, went the | 
floor. Sis White frowned. “Tek dat 
bucket,” she commanded, “an’ git some 
coal, an’ don’ yo’ mek no noise ’bout hit.” 

“Don’t see what makes her so cross to- 
day,” sighed Tommy as he went for the 
ped When he returned he was still 
talking to himself: “Maybe, if I help a 
lot, she won/t think I’m a no-’count any 


1 | more. Guess I'll put the coal on the fire 


for her.” He lifted the coal pail, but 
alas{ slip it went from his hands, and 


the it fell to the floor. 
The next thing Tommy knew he was 


out in the yard, and Old Sis White was 
shaking a black finger at- him, “Ef yo’ 
sets yo’ foot in dis year house, er stirs 
yo'self out ob dat dar gate ’twel I sez 
yo’ kin, yo’ sho’s goin’ ter git one smart 
whuppin’. Yo’ year me?” 

Then back into the house she went, 
picked up screaming Willa May, sat down 
in the rocker, and soon both baby and she 
were sound asleep. : 

“If only Momsie would come,” said 
Tommy, almost crying, as he looked up 
and down the road. But there was no 
Momsie, there was not anybody in sight. 

For a while he stood, digging his 
stubby, bare toes into the hot sand, when 
—what’s that?” Sniff! Sniff! he 
went, and then, as he glanced up toethe 
roof of his house, he knew what it was. 
Slender puffs of white were curling close 
to the chimney next the roof. 

What should he do? Tommy thought 
fast: “She said as how I mustn’t go into | 
the house, nor out of the yard, an’ as how | 
she’d whip me if I didn’t mind. But —” 
Quickly he pushed open the gate, hurried 
across the road and up the Community 
House steps, all the while talking away 
to himself: “I don’t care. She can whip 
me if she wants to. I don’t care. _I’d 
rather get whipped ’n see everythin’ burnt 


Im his hurry, over went his ankle. 
Ouch! It hurt. But up he got. Miss 
Lander had seen him running across the 
road and met him at the door. He didn’t 
think to tell her about his foot, it was 
the fire he was thinking of. 

“Look!” he cried, “look yonder — at 
the roof!” Then down he sank on the 
steps, nursing the bruised ankle. 

Miss Lander gave one look, then, al- 
most before you could say “Jack Robin- 
son,” she had phoned the mill, and almost 
before you could turn around twice, up 
from the mifl had- come Superintendent 
Keaton and a crowd of men. 





News of the fire had spread se quickly 


“An’ I’m not, Sis Whité? I’m not?” 
Tommy could hardly wait for the an- 
swer. 

“Ob course yo’ ain’t, honey. Ob course 
yo’ ain't. Yo's one blessed hero chile. 
t’s wat yo’ is, Tommy Dill.” 


' wasn’t he happy! 
Passaic, N. J. 
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The Victorious Life | 


Your Part in the Prayer Room 


MARY readers of The Sunday School 
Times and friends of the Victorious 
Life Testimony may be glad to learn of 
the prayer room maintained by the Testi- 

















mony in the heart of Philadelphia’s busi-: 


ness district. It is adjacent to the offices 


of the Victorious Life Testimony and} 


Pioneer Mission Agenty, 80-83- Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, and it is always open to any who 
may desire a place of quiet, where they 
may go apart for communion with God. 
For full information, those who may de- 
sire to use the prayer room should write 
tothe Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Staf- 
ford Building. 

Even though you may be so situated 
that you cannot share in the privilege of 
using this prayer room, you may still have 
a definite part in it, through prayer. The 
maintenance of the room in a central office 
building naturally involves considerable 
expenditure for rent. Wiil-you not pray 
that God wiil supply all the needs, that 
this blessed ministry may-continue? Con- 
tributions should be sent to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80 Stafford Building, Phila- 
delphia. 

Does not this Philadelphia prayer room 
| Suggest to you the opportunity for sim- 
|ilar prayer rooms in other cities and 
towns? Why should there not be a chain 
of such rooms from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific? In many large cities there are 
those who would gladly welcome such a 
place of quiet and seclusion. Will you 
not pray that God’s children may be led 
to provide prayer rooms in many other 
cities, — even in your city? 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 


Philadelphia, Pa., January 20-23, 1926.—Ninth 
Winter Conference of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian 
Church, Broad Street below Spruce. Full. in- 
formation. may be had from the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


And then Tommy Dill was happy, oh,. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is’ pub- 
lished ,weekiy at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number. of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
ne copy, five years, $7.50. 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents'a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions. are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The “Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., oe 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Head’s S. S. Record 133 Setaly 


For 27 Classes, $1.50; etinn nae 


Head’s S§. S$. Glass Books 
Simple, Cmpreevin’, rfect record of entire 
school TRY 11 THis YEAR! 


A ‘annie sample copy of both books sent Sor 
examination on request. 


F. H, REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME {31° Skier patie Scat the 
ua m3 a ne rt ig =. Welte Prot Jj. ERAGE. 


Bible University, Eugene 











Just Out. Something for the Holidays | 


CHINA CHATS 


Talks with Children About 
Things of China 


‘*China Chats” ($1) isa series of talks 
with children about ‘‘ Old China’s Young 
Folks,” compiled and arranged in story 
form from the stirring anhals -of 
the China Inland Mission, by~Frederic 
F, Helmer, Publication ‘Secretary in 
North America. The compiler has col- 
lected the kind of things the young peo- 
ple will be interested in, and a series of 
clever drawings makes Chinese life 
more real, ‘The stories are not ‘‘preachy” 
but are told in a lively, vivid style that 
will keep the young. folks absorbed, and 
at the same time will provide them with 
a very real insight and a deep practical 
interest in mission work. 

Bound in cloth with an attractive cover 
design; 128 pages, illustrated with over 
forty pen and ink drawings. 


$1.00, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 











In ordering goods, or in. making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you, saw the advertisement in The o- 
day School Times... 


1925 





ae 























Lesson for December 27 
Review: From Athens to Rome 
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Attention! 


CHRISTIAN 
INVESTORS 


The Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago offers you an oppor- 
tunity to invest your funds at 
a rate of from 4 to 11% in its 
Life Annuity Contracts. 








Such an investment not only }) 
gives you perfect security and || 
a liberal return on your|| 
-money, but.also enables you | 
to have a part in carrying on || 
the Lord's work. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 3. How Does God Show His Loving 
Care? Luke 12: 6-8; 1 Pet. 5:7; Psa. 23% 
1-6. (Consecration meeting.) 

January 10. How Is Prohibition Succeeding? 
Prov. 23 : 29-32. 

January 17. Great Ideas That Have Spurred 
People to Action. Isa. 6:1-8; 2 Sam. 
7: 1-3. 


| January 24. Why and How Should We Send 


us. In other words, we are satisfied to 
run without striving for the prize. We 
all know what the effect would be upon 
an athletic meet where all the. runners 
or other contestants entered with that 
same spirit, 

we 


As we study the apostle Paul, we like 
to think of him as one who outstripped 
many of the early Christians in his race 
toward the goal: of knowledge of his 
Lord and Master. Yet, with such humil- 
ity, the great apostle said, “Not as though 
I had already attained,. either-.were al- 
ready perfect.” In spite of the great 
progress which he seemed to us to have 
made, he still felt the need of forgetting 
everything behind, and pressing forward 








Christianity 
31: 


to Latin America? 


Jer. 
31-344 (Missionary meeting.) 





Sunday; December 27 
Press On! (Phil. 3 : 7-14) 





Write for our free annuity 
circular giving complete in- 
formation. State your birth- 
date. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box S~<107, 153 Institute Place 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 














~ MRS. SMELLIE 
Continues to edit the 
“NOTES ON DAILY READINGS” 
~ . of .the. 


International Bible Reading Association, which, for 
over fourteen years, were written by her husband 


The Late REV. ALEXANDER SMELLIE, D.D. 


who left a large amount of literary matter in prepara- 
tion for hen, which ha§ not va been Ade wy 


ae Rev. W.. H. Griffith ‘rhomas, D.D., said of 
“Notes,” —“ Their fertility, freshness, felicity, 
y ny and forcefulness are truly wondertul. 


Single subscriptions, 36 cefits a year. In clabs of ten 
or more, 25 cents each a year. Copies will be sup- 
Brie n Ane aye of subscriptions. Address Miss 

elen >i Lord, a Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
or Mr. Stephe n C. Pa Hon. Sec., Old 
Bailey, London, -E. C. 








Million in Use — No.2 | 
Pog ire a ath Te ce 


TABERNACLE PUB. CO. °°>*,.2°°,, mrcads, HuiNoIs, | 
Ait FOi8; deus: SOUR BOOK ROOM, Los Angeles 





Accounts Always Audited in REVELL’S 


Church Treasurer’s 
RECORD 


Concise—Systematic—Simple—Time Saving 
SELF-PROVING WEEKLY ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
FOR 434 MEMBERS, $2.50; 882 MEMBERS, $3.00 

. . Send for other sizes and prites 


Special ‘Offer A returnable copy of this record wilt 


be sent, postpaid, for examination to 
“any treasurer. Give "number of church members, 


F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


PRICES REDUCED 


Ca On Few at toe atest song books for church 
fmruse, "Ca school =e ever issued. Millions 


ith revised prices sent on 
Early Purchasers Will Profit Most. 
Tullar-Meredith Co. Box Fag Bo aa 


A Nation-wide Stir! 


Over Our New System of 


Good Games for Good Girls and Boys 


LEARN AND LAUGH! 
Highest Endorsements Received. 
Free Literature. Write TODAY. Addréss 


THE NATIONAL GOOD GAMES CO., HOUSTON, TEX. 


When answerifig oGvertigumente, 
mention The Sunday School Times 
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Mon.—“Go forward” (Exod. 14: 13-15). 

Tues.—Press on to Christ-likeness (2 Cor. 
3%, 128) 

Wed.—To Spiritual achievement (2 Pet. 
Ii 4-11). 

Thurs. —To faithful service (1 Cor. 15 : 58). 

Fri.—To ae ey consecration (Rom. 12: 


2). 
Sat.—To "Bible knowledge (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 








| Why must we never give up the struggle? 


A 


| forth to those things that are before, and 
there is a forgetting the things that are 
_ behind (Phil. 





| 


| upon the abandon with which we turn 


‘on the forerunner, the Lord Jesus Christ 


| 





i 


What is our goal in life? 
What barriers must we cross? 


GENTLEMAN followed by a rather 
rough looking dog boarded a car 
in Edinburgh. The dog followed the car 
in spite of many obstacles. Before long 
another dog came up, bent on a quarrel / 
afterward, another yet more determined; 
then a third and fourth. The dog took 
no notice, but continued to follow his 
master —only following and looking up. 
His one object was to follow his master, 
and this he did faithfully. 
b 4 

In such faithful following there are 
two outstanding features. The first is 
the absolute intentness and intensiveness 
with which the following was done, and 
the second is the shutting out of all dis- 
tractions. It is just such a pressing toward 
the mark that Paul speaks of in our 
Scripture lesson. There is a reaching 


. 3:12, 13). He gives us 
the same thought in Hebrews 12:1, 2 
where he admonishes us to run with pa- 
| tience (endurance) the race that is set 
before us, and to also lay aside every 
weight. ie 


The success of our pressing onward, 
during the year 1926, will depend on the 
singleness. of our purpose and vision, and 


from all that would distract and hinder 
us in the race, and keep our eyes fixed 


himself. Do we dare to lay our whole 
lives bare before him and ask him to 
show us whether or not they are focused 
on him? Are we willing to bring all 
aims, ambitions, desires, pursuits, all of 
' Jove and all of life to him, ready to drop 
| them if they cannot be gathered sharply 
| and clearly into the focus of “This one 
thing I do’? Are we truly willing to 
count all things as refuse for Christ? 
If we can truly answer “yes” to all these 
searching questions then we may indeed 
have his resurrection power in our lives 
during 1926. Then indeed will our so- 
ciety press on to heights that we have 
not dreamed of. There is nothing the 
Lord Jesus Christ wants so much in your 
community and in my community as a 
group of lives that he can take and use 
to make him known. 

we 


Is not one difficulty with our Christian 
life the fact that we are too easily satis- 
fied with our progress? If we are liv- 
ing decent, respectable lives, and in har- 
mony and friendliness with our neigh- 
bors, and if we attend church and give 
generously of our time-and money for 
the advancement of the kingdom, we are 
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to the prize. He realized all too well the 
folly and disaster of sinking down in 
self-satisfaction and getting his eyes off 
the goal, the Lord Jesus Christ. Can we 
not learn from Paul’s zeal and love for 
his Master the secret of devotion that 
shall spur us on, regardless of conditions 
or circumstances or surroundings, that 
we too might come to really know him, 
whom ‘to know is life eternal ? 
we 

Have I a definite goal toward which I am 
pressing? 

Is my goal self-determined, or God-deter- 
mined? 

Am I looking away from all other things 
unto Jesus? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








—— * 
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so apt to be satisfied and think that we 
have done all that shou'd be expected of 





17). 


ever before in. our. lives? 








grace without truth is soft; but both come by Christ (vs. 14, 
In this ‘we.should rejoice, because, knowing all the truth 
about us, he nevertheless extends to us unmeasured grace. 
need not fear Moses now that we have Christ (v. 17). 
you beheld his, glory ?. (v. 14.)” 


HIS is a comment by W. Graham Scroggie on the first 

lesson’ of the new year, when the International Uniform 
Lessons give.us three months with the Gospel of John. 
characteristic of the fresh, challenging exposition that this man 
of God gives in his Bible teaching. 
week’s issue, readers of ‘The Sunday School Times are to have a 
full-page lesson exposition of this sort from Mr. Scroggie, the 
gifted Scottish preacher and teacher, every week during the three 
months in the Gospel of John, and every week during three 
months in another great key-bock of the Bible, Genesis. 


Should we not pray, plan, and prepare to enter more deeply 
into the riches of God’s Word, during the year to come, than 


“CHRISTIAN work- 

ers are not sent forth 
to call attention to them- 
selves, but to their Mas- 
ter. Weare not the Light, 
but light-bearers. If you 
would honor Christ, get 
behind him (John 1: 6, 
7). Have you received 
Christ? (v. 12.) If not, 
you have rejected him. 
There can be no neutral- 
ity in this matter. We 
would all like Christ’s 
grace, if we could get it 
without his truth, but we 
cannot choose, ‘Truth 
without grace is hard, 


We 
Have 


It is 


Commencing in next 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School 8, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Sallie Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’ Its leaflets are 


| published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 


tion. Its staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail.and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 


for God's ce and biessing of the League.— 
Edttor of The Sunday School Times. 


The Relation of Revivals to Missions 


URING nine months our studies 
have been largely in The Acts of 
the Apostles, the great missionary book 
of the Bible, — the-book which began at 
Jerusalem with Pentecost and ended at 
Rome with proclamation. The cross of 


| Christ is written on every page of that 
| book, just as from that day to this the 


cross has been written_on every page of 
the history of the true Church of Christ. 
Perhaps we could hardly do better in 


| closing this series of studies than to quote 





the following paragraph by the Rev. John 
Shearer : 


In every revival there is a re-assertion of 
the Chuich’s missionary character. Men re- 
turn to Calvary, and the world is seen afresh 
through the eyes of Christ. The love of 
Christ, the infinite compassion of Christ, fill 
the heart, and the passion evoked by Calvary 
demands the whole wide world as the fruit of 
His sacrifice. Thus the evangelical waken- 
ing of the eighteenth century culminated in 
a mighty missionary movement that sent its 
life-giving stream to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. 


Would that there might be such an 
awakening in the Church to-day as would 
release and send forth, not one Paul only, 
but a great multitude of just such mis- 
sionaries as was Paul the apostle! 





° December 21 to 27 
Mon.—Acts 17 : 22-34. Paul on Mars’ Hill. 


“Too superstitious” (v. 22). To be 
superstitious at all is to be too. supersti- 
tious. But this (literally) wasn’t what 
Paul said, but rather (we might. say), 
“extremely reverential,” which he in- 
tended as a conciliatory and courteous 
concession; for, without compromise, Paul 
knew how to be a godly diplomat. It’s 
. rare but needed.art, to-day, as in Paul’s 

ay. 

Prayer Succestions: Remember the 
missionaries by name who have gone out 
from your church. _Pray for all mis- 
sionaries, home and foreign; for all. mis- 
sionary boards, schools, periodicals, rest 
komes, and orphanages. Pray for every 
unreached or neglected field. 

Tues.—Acts 16:1-11. Paul at Corinth. 

Paul didn’t attempt to drive his hearers, 
he “reasoned” with them; not in the sense 
of arguing, but he “sought to persuade” 
(literal of “persuaded,” v. 4). Wher- 


ever men worshiped, there Paul was; | 


whether with the Greeks on Mars’ Hill, 
or with the Jews in their synagogues. And 
there is where we should be, everywhere. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for each 
continent by name, and for the islands 
of the sea; for each race of men (white, 
black, yellow, brown, and red); for all 
men, all rulers, all nations, all provinces, 
and tribes, especially for any which are 
not often mentioned. Pray for every ob- 
scure section of the world. 
Wed.—Acts 20 : 28-38. 

Paul’s Farewell to the Elders of Ephesus. 

Yesterday Paul was with the Corinthi- 
an Jews; day before yesterday, with the 
Athenian Gentifes, and to-day, with the 
Ephesian Church of God. Three beauti- 
ful glirapses into the great apostle’s life! 
Yesterday, . faithful. persuasion; day be- 
fore yesterday, faithful proclamation; to- 
day, faithful admonition. To-morrow the 
“good fight” will have been fought, the 
course finished, the faith kept (2 Tim. 4: 
7). 

Prarer Succestions: Pray for Jews, 
Gentiles, and Church of God; remember- 


ing that every human being on earth be- 
longs to one or another of these three 
classes. Pray for your mid-week. prayer- 
meeting, for next week’s Watch Night 
meetings everywhere, and for the Week 
of Prayer services: . . 


Thurs—Acts 27 : 37-44. - 


Better a physical than a spiritual ship- 
wreck. ‘But alas, the reverse is the usual 
order! They committed themselves “unto 
the sea,” and none was lest (vs..40, 44) } 
how infinitely less likely to be lost are 
those who commit themselves unto Him! 
(See 2 Tim, 1:12; John 10: 28, 29.) 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Praise God for 
every advance made in the Church at large 
during the year now drawing to a close, 
but pray that the coming year may see 
far greater advances. The church that 
TRAVAILS FERVENTLY IN SECRET its_ the 
church that TRAVELS -FARTHEST IN ' THE 
OPEN. 


Fri.—Matthew 2 : 1-12. 
The Wise Men and the Star. 


The star was the light which led toward 
Christ, and the wise men followed it, 
until they found Christ. Any man is 
wise who. follows a Christward leading 
light to the end (comp, Job 28:28). Do 
you suppose that Paul was familiar with 
this story? Doubtless so. And as he 
nears the end of his earthly pilgrimage 
he, too, rejoices. For “to be with Christ” 
is “far better”! 

CuHrIstTMAS GREETINGS: The writer de- 
sires through this department to greet 
heartily every reader, and to wish for 
each one, and indeed for EVERY MEMBER 
of our vast Sunday School Times family, 
the Lorn’s kind of a joyous Christmas 
day and season, What a joy it is to re- 
member every home in. prayer! The Lord 
bless highest and hwmblest alike. 


Sat.—Acts 28: 11-23. Paul in Rome. 


From the day of Paul’s spiritual birth 
to the day of his physical death he was a 
faithful witness. Prison walls availed 
not to quench his indomitable spirit or 


(Lesson for Dec. 27) DECEMBER 12, 1925 


Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck.: 





seal his ready lips. “This one thing I do.” 
Such concentration of consecrated pur- 


pose can never exhaust its force or influ- - 


ence, Paul still lives, not in Rome aloné, 
but in every nation. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
“boys and girls” who e>t’home from.col- 
lege, and for all family reunions. . Pray 
for the many heart-to-heart interviews 
during this vacation season. Yes, and re- 
member the aching hearts too — parental 
disappoiniments it may be; t some cases 
fond hopes dashed to the ground. 
Sun.—Psalm 91 : 1, 2, 9-16. 

The Security of the Righteous. 

“With long life” (v. 16). Measured in 
terms of d rather than of years, 
whose life has been longer than was 
Paul’s? Some comparativelye short lives 
are exceedingly long, and other long lives 
are exceedingly short. We may not be 
able to control the years, but under God 
we can control the deeds. 

Prayer SuGcestions: On this last Sun- 
day in the old year, can. you not find time. 
to be for an hour or more entirely alone 
with the Lord? You have no trouble in 
finding time for your best human friend. 
Why then ror Him? Cultivate the hour 
of frequent communion with God from 
this day forward. Also dowt forget 
Watch Night this week. 
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